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Connecticut’s HUSKY health
insurance program provides low-cost or
free health coverage to more than
300,000 children, parents, and
pregnant women. HUSKY has markedly
reduced the number of uninsured families
in the state, is far less costly than
commercial insurance plans, and is
subsidized by the federal government.
Connecticut receives 50 cents in federal
matching funds for every dollar spent on
HUSKY A (Medicaid) and 65 cents for
every dollar spent on HUSKY B (SCHIP).

Preventive care through HUSKY
reduces costs for the entire health care
system. It is well documented that
uninsured families often forgo preventive
services. This leads to far more costly
emergency room visits and
hospitalizations. These higher health care
costs are shifted to providers, other areas
of the budget, and low-income persons
themselves.

HUSKY cutbacks and program
restrictions have resulted in confusion
and discouraged families from
enrolling.  Over the last three years, state
lawmakers enacted eligibility restrictions,
cutbacks, and other program changes that
discouraged families from enrolling and
complicated the enrollment process.
Some, though not all, of these changes
were reversed, but the resulting confusion
has had the lasting effect of reducing
enrollment.  Now, in addition, new and
unnecessary, federal requirements that U.S.

citizen applicants (including children) must
provide original documents to prove their
citizenship and identity will mean that
thousands of eligible Connecticut citizens
who have trouble obtaining these
documents will likely be denied health care
coverage.

PREVENTIVE CARE THROUGH

HUSKY REDUCES COSTS FOR

THE ENTIRE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

Enrollment in HUSKY has dropped
over the last year.  Enrollment in the
HUSKY program has dropped steeply
from June 2005 to August 2006, with
25,000 fewer residents covered by the
program. Most of this drop was among
children, with 18,000 fewer children under
the age of 19 enrolled.  Frequent program
changes, cutbacks, and the elimination of
state funding for HUSKY outreach during
the most recent state recession appear to
have caused this decline.

Importantly, there is no evidence that the
decline in HUSKY enrollment is due to a
shift to private insurance.  On the
contrary, the uninsured rate for
Connecticut residents has increased since
2000, despite an improving economy.

Connecticut policymakers can
encourage enrollment of eligible
families in HUSKY and reduce the
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number of uninsured by taking
the following steps:
• Restore continuous eligibility,

which would enable children to
keep HUSKY coverage for one
year, regardless of modest
fluctuations in family income;

• Restore funding for “hands on”
application assistance and
outreach by community
organizations.  Even Governor
Rell’s recently announced $1
million in HUSKY outreach
funding returns funding for this
essential service to just 30% of
the amount spent in SFY 01;

• Reverse plans to require low-
income HUSKY parents to pay
new premiums and co-pays.
Research and experience have
shown that premium increases
push thousands of families
who cannot afford them off the
program, and that when the
premiums are thereafter
repealed, lingering confusion

continues to keep enrollment
down;

• Align HUSKY A (Medicaid)
income eligibility for working
parents and their children at
185% of  the Federal Poverty
Level (FPL).  While children
under 185% of the FPL can
receive HUSKY A coverage,
only parents under 150% of
the FPL are now able to get
coverage. By aligning income
eligibility for working parents
and their children, entire
families could get coverage at
the same income level,
keeping parents healthy and
able to work and improving
the likelihood that eligible
children will enroll;

• Support the Department of
Social Services’ efforts to
create an online HUSKY
application;

• Provide coverage for all
income-eligible children,

pregnant women, and parents,
regardless of citizenship
status;

• Ensure state-funded coverage
for applicants who make a
good-faith effort to obtain
documents to prove their
citizenship and identity, but
are unable to do so within the
required federal timeframe;
and

• Encourage Connecticut’s
Congressional delegation to
take the lead in efforts to
repeal the new citizenship
documentation requirements,
or, in the absence of repeal, to
pass legislation that allows for
more flexible procedures for
verifying citizenship.


