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• The wealthiest 1% of taxpayers pay less than half the share of their income on state and 
local taxes (4.9%) that middle-income (10%) and lower-income (12%) taxpayers pay.  
The report points out that while the “bottom” 95% of New Jersey residents pay a smaller 
share of their income in state and local taxes than the bottom 95% of Connecticut 
taxpayers, New Jersey still raises more revenues as a proportion of total personal income 
because of its more progressive tax structure. 

 
To address the state’s budget gap, Connecticut Voices recommends that state policymakers enact 
several revenue reforms, including a progressive income tax, closing corporate tax loopholes, 
and scaling back on some of the state’s $5.3 billion in tax expenditures (e.g., tax credits, 
exemptions, deductions, and rate reductions).  In addition, the organization calls for exploring 
smarter spending reforms that could save the state money, including long term care reform, 
regionalization of municipal services, and energy conservation. 
 
“Connecticut needs revenue solutions for its revenue problems,” said Jamey Bell, executive 
director of Connecticut Voices for Children.  “If we are going to avoid further damage to our 
economy, we need a balanced approach to the state deficit that takes a careful look at all our 
revenue options.” 
 
The report, “Reality Check: Connecticut’s Public Revenues and Spending Have Remained Lean 
and Stable for Decades,” can be found on the Connecticut Voices website at www.ctkidslink.org.  
Connecticut Voices for Children is a statewide, research and policy organization that works to 
advance strategic public investment and wise public policies to benefit our state’s children, youth 
and families.   
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