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After a more than a decade of discussion about the 
achievement gap, little progress has been made.  
There is an obvious breach between Connecticut’s 
vision for children and its willingness to make the 
necessary investments in early care and education to 
move from talk to action.  Past efforts too often have 
been short lived and under-funded, and increases in 
one early care program have commonly been coupled 
with cuts to others.  Current efforts continue to fall 
short of ensuring equal access to quality early care and 
education for all children in Connecticut.  
 
• Little improvement in preschool attendance.  

Children in towns with the fewest risk factors 
(DRG A) are currently 1.4 times more likely than 
children in Connecticut’s most at risk towns 
(DRG I) to attend preschool; and this gap has 
been narrowly slowly, for the last decade – from 
2.0 in 1995-6, and 1.6 in 2000-01 to the current 
1.4.  The gap’s narrowing is attributable to larger 
increases in preschool attendance in the poorest 
districts (from 56% in 1995-6 to 67% in 2005-6) 
than in the wealthiest districts (from 92% in 1995-
6 to 95% in 2005-6).   

 
• No improvement in the reading achievement 

gap.  Gaps in access to high quality preschool 
translate into even greater gaps in later academic 
achievement.  Students in ERG A are four times 
more likely to pass the third grade Connecticut 
Mastery Test in reading than students in ERG I.  
From the 2000-2001 school year, to the 2004-
20051 school year, there were no improvements in 
closing this gap.   

 
1 (2006 Data is now available) In 2006 The CT State Department 
of Education switched from Economic Reference Groups to 

• From 2002 to 2005, Connecticut’s early care 
programs together lost 1,365 subsidized 
spaces.  The Head Start, State Funded Centers 
and Care4Kids programs combined subsidized 
2,906 fewer preschool spaces in 2005 than in 
2002. In contrast, School Readiness subsidized 
1,541 more preschool spaces in 2005 than in 
2002.  Thus, on average over this period, the state 
lost about 450 subsidized spaces per year.   

 
• Current efforts are still insufficient to move us 

from talk to action.   
o At the rate of growth the School Readiness 

program has experienced since 2000 (fewer 
than 300 new spaces per year), it will take 60 
years to meet the needs of all 18,0002 children 
across Connecticut estimated to be in need of 
preschool.    

o Despite stating that the goal of the recently 
created CT Early Childhood Education 
Cabinet is “to help ensure that all of the 
state’s young children, regardless of where 
they live” are prepared for school, the 
Cabinet’s plan for reform fails to address the 
needs of approximately 14,250 preschool 
children at risk based on their family income 
or place of residence.  And this is the best-
case scenario; many more families will struggle 
if the plan is not fully funded. 

 
District Reference Groups.  A table comparing each ERG to its 
new DRG is available at 
http://www.ctkidslink.org/pub_detail_303.html. 
2 Educational Learning Initiatives for Excellence (Connecticut State 
Board of Education, 2004), available at 
http://www.state.ct.us/sde/ed_life.pdf#search=%22%22educat
ional%20learning%20initiatives%22%20sde%20connecticut%22 


