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In July 2003, we reported on the recently released 
data from the 2000 Census and noted significant 
disparities in the lives of Connecticut’s African-
American and Latino/Hispanic children as compared 
to White non-Hispanic children.  We revisit this topic 
and draw on newer data, mostly from the 2005 
American Community Survey.  Four years later the 
ethnic disparities in our state are still large.  There 
have been some small gains, but we have yet to turn 
the tide. 
 
Of the 830,890 children under age 18 in Connecticut, 
about 95,830 are African-American (11.5%) and 
126,085 Latino/Hispanic (15%). There are dramatic 
differences in family structure and economic 
circumstances for these children as compared to 
white non-Hispanic children, a population of 560,362.  
Latino/Hispanic and African American children are 
seven times more likely to live in poverty than white 
non-Hispanic youth.  They are also much less likely to 
live in married couple families.  Only 4 in 10 African-
American families are married couple families 
compared to 5 in 10 Latino/Hispanic families and 8 
in 10 white, non-Hispanic families.  This has 
economic consequences.  Compared to ten percent of 
white single female-headed households having 
incomes below the poverty level, 42% of 
Latino/Hispanic households headed by a single 
female are poor, as are 27% of African American 
single female-headed households.1 
 
The median income for African-American families is 
$46,899, for Latino/Hispanic families $38,562, and 
for white non-Hispanic families $83,595. Home 
ownership also differs by race and ethnicity, with 36% 
of Latino/Hispanic families, 41% of African 
American families, and 77% of white non-Hispanic 
families owning homes.  While Connecticut enjoys 
the highest median family income in the nation and 

 
1 Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2005)  
Available at: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/index.html 

the fifth lowest child poverty rate, African American 
and Latino/Hispanic children live in very different 
economic circumstances.2 
 
Research has shown that poverty and family structure 
affect many other areas of child well being. This is 
seen in Connecticut, where annual dropout rates in 
grades 9-12 are nearly 3 to 4 times higher for African 
American and Latino/Hispanic teens, respectively.3  
Recent results from the 2005 Nation’s Report Card 
show that in Connecticut African-American and 
Latino/Hispanic children lag further behind their 
white non-Hispanic peers in reading, math and 
science than in almost all other states.4  In 
Connecticut, the percent of teens not attending 
school and not working also varies substantially by 
race.  Only 4% of white non-Hispanic youth fall into 
this category compared to 5% of African-American 
and 11% of Latino/Hispanic.5   
 
In terms of health, the most recent infant mortality 
rate in Connecticut was 2.8 times higher for African 
American children and 1.6 times higher for 
Latino/Hispanic children than for white non-
Hispanic children.6   In a recently released study of 
adolescent behavior, youth of color in Connecticut 
were more like to be overweight, get less exercise and 
to report symptoms of depression.7 

 
2 Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2005)  
Available at: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/index.html 
3 Alison Zhou, State Department of Education (2007) 
4 US Department of Education, National Assessment of 
Education Progress (2005) Available at: 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/nde/statecomp/ 
5 Population Reference Bureau, 2007 
6 Center for Disease Control, National Vital Statistics Reports, 
Infant Mortality Statistics from the 2004 Period 
Linked Birth/Infant Death Data Set Available at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr55/nvsr55_14.pdf 
7 Canny, Priscilla, Gabrielle Grode and Elizabeth Clark, Do 
Health Behaviors of Connecticut Youth Differ by Their Race and 
Ethnicity? The Connecticut School Health Survey 2005, Available at: 
http://www.ctkidslink.org/pub_detail_344.html 



 

 
 
 

Compared with white, non-Hispanic 

children, African-American children 

and Latino children are seven times 

more likely to live in poverty. 

Connecticut Child Indicators by 
Race and Ethnicity 

Black/African 
American 

Hispanic/ 
Latino 

White 
Non-Hispanic  

Connecticut Children 
under 181 95,830 126,085 560,362 

Percent Living in Single Parent Families1 67 53 18 

Median Family Income1 $46,899 $38,562 $83,595 

Percent of Children in Poverty1 29 29 4 

Percent of Female Headed Families Living 
in Poverty1 27 42 10 

Annual Dropout Rate for 9-12th graders, 
2004-20053 2.8 4.0 1.1 

Percent of children living in families where 
no parent has full-time, year-round 
employment, 20055 

49 46 21 

Percent of teens not attending school and 
not working, 20055 5 11 4 

Percent of 4th graders at or above basic in 
reading4 42 45 81 

Infant Mortality Rate per 1000 live births6 12.1 7.1 4.4 

Compared with white, non-Hispanic 

children, annual dropout rates are 

two to four times higher for African 

American and Latino teens. 
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