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“For most of the 20th century, the vitality of the
US economy was determined by the success of its

major manufacturing industries.”

 “In the old economy, states prospered by having
workers who were skilled with their hands and
who could reliably work in repetitive and often

physically demanding jobs.”

Source:  The State New Economy Index: Benchmarking Economic
Transformation in the States

July 1999

http://www.ctkidslink.org
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 “Today, information, technology, communications,
and intellectual capital, rather than energy and raw

materials, power business.”

“In the New Economy, states will prosper
if their workers are good with their minds.”

Source: The State New Economy Index: Benchmarking Economic
Transformation in the States

What is the New Economy?

 It is a knowledge and idea-based economy
where the keys to wealth and job creation

are the extent to which
ideas, innovation, and technology

are embedded in all sectors of the economy.”

Source:  The State New Economy Index:
Benchmarking Economic Transformation in the States

July 1999
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Key Factors in the “New Economy”

Increasing competition at a global scale

Continual pressure for deregulation

è Progress fueled by technology

è Demand for skills and knowledge in the workforce

Growth driven by innovation, invention and re-invention by
small and large businesses

Source: National Governors’ Association:Remaining Vibrant in the New Economy, 1999.

How are we doing on the “New Economy”?

è Connecticut has entered the 21st century ranked #5 in the
nation on overall measures of the New Economy. We also
rank #1st in the nation on per capita income.

è But we rank #19 on the percentage of adults with Internet
access at home, #24 in the use of digital technologies in state
government, and #42 out of 50 on technology infusion in our
schools.

Source:  The State New Economy Index: Benchmarking Economic Transformation in the
States. July 1999
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Information Technology and
the New Economy: A Few Fast Facts

Nationally and in Connecticut, information
technology (IT) is both the engine and the

fuel for economic growth.

In 1970, investment in IT business equipment accounted for
7% of all capital spending. In 1998, it reached 50%.

As a share of GDP from 1994-1998, IT was responsible for
1/3 of the total real growth in the US economy.

In 1997, information technology accounted for 1/6 of all CT
jobs and 1/4 of all state payroll.

Source: National Governors’ Association:Remaining Vibrant in the New Economy, 1999.

Source: CT Technology Council
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Connecticut is only slightly ahead of national
averages on home access to computers and

home Internet use. (1998 data)

è 43.8%  of CT’s homes have computers as
compared to a national penetration rate of 42.1%

è 31.8 of CT’s homes have Internet access as
compared with 26.2% nationally.

Source: “Falling Through the Net,” NTIA 1999

“The ‘digital divide’-- the divide between
those with access to new technologies and
those without -- is now one of America's
leading economic and civil rights issues.”

“Minorities, low-income persons, the less educated, and
children of single-parent households, particularly when they
reside in rural areas or central cities, are among the groups

that lack access to information resources.”

Source: “Falling Through the Net,” NTIA 1999
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White non-Hispanic
homes are nearly
twice as likely to have
home computers and
nearly three times as
likely to use the
Internet at home as
African American
and Hispanic families.

The “digital divide” in terms of race:
1998 national data

1998 Home Computer and Internet 
Penetration by Race: Source -- NTIA, 1999
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The likelihood of having
a computer and
Internet access at
home rises
dramatically with
family income.

CT’s dramatic income
divide suggests we
have a strong digital
divide as well.

The “digital divide” in terms of income:
1998 national data

 1998 US Computer and Internet 
Penetration at Home, by Income:    

Source NTIA, 1999
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If some substantial proportion of our children
cannot get access to technology at home,

our schools and our communities
must become the

“technology and learning equalizers.”

Education and Technology in Connecticut’s
 K-12 Schools: A Few Fast Facts

è In 1995, the State Department of Education
released a plan calling for some $350 million for

technology hardware, software, networks, training
and upkeep in our schools.

è Through 1998-99, less than 10% of that was
allocated by state government.

Source: Special Report on Technology and K12 Education. CT Voices for
Children, 1999.

CABE Technology Report, 1999.
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Facts on K-12 Education and Technology
in Connecticut …continued

è More than half of Connecticut’s classrooms utilize
computers with outdated operating systems.

è 60 - 80% of CT school districts report insufficient access to
telephone lines, sufficient electrical outlets, and local and wide
area networks.

è 30% of CT school districts lack even a 3/4 position to
manage district and school hardware and technology systems.

Source: Special Report on Technology and K12 Education. CT Voices for Children, 1999.

CABE Technology Report, 1999.

The “Other” Education and Technology
Issue: Student, Teacher

and Workforce
Competence
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The New Economy places a premium on
knowledge, skills and training.

By 2006, “knowledge jobs” will account for 1/3 of the
nation’s economy.

Source: The State New Economy Index: Benchmarking Economic

Transformation in the States

Also by 2006, 49% of all private sector employees will work
in industries that produce or are heavy users of IT

equipment or services.

Source: National Governors’ Association:Remaining Vibrant in the New Economy, 1999

.

Connecticut ranks high on measures of
“knowledge jobs.”

è CT ranks  2nd on the share of the workforce employed in
managerial, professional, and technical positions.

èCT ranks 4th in the nation on the percentage of the
workforce working in offices.

è CT ranks 8th in the education level (advanced degrees,
bachelor’s degrees, associate’s degrees, or some college
course work) of our workforce.

Source: The State New Economy Index:
Benchmarking Economic Transformation in the States
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“Knowledge jobs” require completion of high
school and advanced education.

How are we doing?

è CT ranks #1 in the nation in high school completion
rate (94%). CT ranks #2 in the nation in the number of
18-24 year olds who received a high school diploma
(94% in 1996). The US average is 86%.

è Our cumulative drop out rate is 16% for 1998-99, but in
our poorest districts 1 in 3 youth do not graduate. In Hartford
in 1998-99, the cumulative dropout rate was 51%.

Source: CABE, 1999. Web Data. SDE Strategic School Profiles, 1999.

Student technology learning requires access
and use for instructional purposes at school.

How are we doing?

è Nationally, 23% of schools report using the computer on a
daily basis for curriculum planning and instruction.

è Less than 10% of CT students use technology on a daily
basis for drill & practice, on-line research or communications.

è In only about 14% of our districts do 3/4 of teachers
incorporate the Internet or other electronic research tools into
their curriculum.

Source: Special Report on Technology and K12 Education. CT Voices for Children, 1999.

CABE Technology Report, 1999.
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SACIA says “It’s time….”

è To “strengthen our K-12 systems” and “assure student and
teacher access to information technology.”

 èTo “make a greater investment in providing access to
excellent higher education, with particular emphasis on
addressing shortages in our Information Technology
workforce.”

Source:  First Choices: Today’s investment determine tomorrow’s competitiveness.

SACIA 2000 Legislative Program, February 2000.

CBIA says “It’s time….”

è To “ensure that students graduating from high school are
computer literate by:

•   Targeting resources to help school districts upgrade their
computer technologies, including hardware, software and staff
training

•  Better integrating educational technology into courses required
for high school graduation

•  Setting high standards for computer proficiency at various grade
levels; and

•  Requiring teachers to pursue training in how to integrate
computer technology into classroom instruction.

Source:  CBIA 2000 Legislative Agenda, January 2000
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The CT Technology Council says “It’s
time….

èTo “wire all of Connecticut’s schools and provide the
resources to our teachers to fulfill technology training.”

è To add “computer literacy to the Connecticut Mastery
Tests and align the wiring of classrooms and teacher training
to tangible and measurable results.”

Source:” Maintaining Growth in the New Economy is Focus of 2000 Public Policy
Agenda.” CT Technology Council, February 2000.

It’s definitely time for a broad, five year
cross-sector commitment

to improve the technology infrastructure of
our government, our schools and our

communities and
to improve access to information for learning

across the age spectrum.


