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Caught in the Red Tape: How New Medicaid Paperwork Rules
Will Hurt Connecticut Families

Effective July 1, 2006, new federal rules require that
most U.S. citizens who apply for Medicaid or renew
their Medicaid coverage must provide the state with
documentation proving their citizenship and their
identity to obtain or continue Medicaid coverage.
These application rules could result in thousands of
children, parents, and pregnant women being denied
health care coverage or experiencing delays in access
to needed care.

These are some examples of U.S. citizens who will
likely encounter problems getting or keeping
Medicaid coverage because of the new identity and
citizenship requirements:

e Tens of thousands of adults who are applying for
Medicaid will be forced to flood regional DSS
offices to show their driver’s license and have it
copied by DSS staff, as required by the federal
regulations. Alternately, they would have to mail
in their original driver’s license, waiting weeks for
their application to be processed and their licenses
to be returned (leaving them unable to drive to
work).

e Thousands of parents will have to contact
hospitals and other medical facilities, as well as
town halls in other states, to obtain documents
that verify the child’s date of birth. They can
expect delays from medical facilities and town
halls fielding these requests for documentation;
many of these sites will not be prepared for these
inquiries.

e Since most children do not have photo IDs, the
federal rules allow parents to write an affidavit
verifying their own child’s identity. However, this
affidavit is only allowed for children under age 16.
Older youth who do not have a school photo ID
will have to obtain a driver’s license or other
state-issued photo ID. Parents with limited

New Haven Office: 33 Whitney Ave. ® New Haven CT 06510 @ Phone: 203.498.4240 o Fax: 203.498.4242
Hartford Office: 53 Oak St. Suite 15 » Hartford CT 06106 * Phone: 860.548.1661 » Fax: 860.548.1783

Revised March, 20072

literacy skills may find it difficult to navigate this
process.

¢ A new applicant diagnosed with cancer could go
without life-saving treatment for weeks while
awaiting a copy of a birth certificate from another
state.

e Many low-income parents and older teens without
photo IDs will not be able to afford to pay for a
driver’s license ($67 to $77) or other ID ($15)
from the Department of Motor Vehicles, or for a
passport ($97 for adults).

e The mother of a newborn who was enrolled in
Medicaid at the time of the baby’s birth will still
have to verify the child’s citizenship and identity
when the child turns one year old, despite the fact
that Medicaid paid for the child’s birth in the U.S,,
making the child, by definition, a U.S. citizen.

! State and federal policies on the implementation of the
Medicaid citizenship and identity rules are changing frequently.
CT Voices will update this and other fact sheets as new
information becomes available. Please check the CT Voices
Web site at www.ctkidslink.org for updates.
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