
By Darlene Dunbar, MSW 
DCF Commissioner 
 
Four months into my term as Commissioner, 
I am convinced that we need to act in part-
nership to build consensus on how to im-
prove Connecticut’s juvenile justice pro-
grams. We can only succeed in helping youth 
overcome significant challenges if we work 
together. To that end, we are about to engage 
in a discussion with a number of partners 
who work with youth involved in the juve-
nile justice system. The dialogue will include 
the Office of the Child Advocate, the State’s 
Attorneys Office, the Public Defenders Of-
fice, the Juvenile Court, the Court Support 
Services Division, community service pro-
viders, the Juvenile Justice Alliance, and oth-
ers working with these youth. I am confident 
that together we can build consensus on a 
model of care that will ensure a focus on 
treatment and rehabilitation for young people 
in the juvenile justice system. 
 
We have already conducted our own internal 
assessment of where we are, what the role of 
the Connecticut Training School should be, 

and how to improve our partnerships with 
community providers. We also have identi-
fied key issues that require attention, includ-
ing the availability of resources, gender spe-
cific programs for girls, the Emily J. Consent 
Decree requirements and the over-
representation of children of color in the ju-
venile justice population.  
 
Our mission must be to treat and rehabilitate 
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CSSD Introduces New MST Service in the 
Juvenile Network 
By William H. Carbone 
CSSD Executive Director 
 
Since 1995, the Court Support Services Divi-
sion (CSSD, formerly the Office of Alterna-
tive Sanctions) of the CT Judicial Branch has 
been providing community-based intermedi-
ate sanctions to juveniles through its network 
of private providers.  Annually in Connecti-

cut over 20,000 children are referred to juve-
nile court and approximately 5,000 of these 
are supervised by Juvenile Probation Offi-
cers.  
 
Anecdotal evidence and longitudinal re-
search, including a recidivism outcome study 
by the CT Economic Policy Council  (July  

(Continued on page 5) 



On July 23, the CT Juvenile Justice Alliance, the CETC 
Youth Committee, and the Office of Workforce Competi-
tiveness hosted the first working group meeting of a reen-
try pilot project initiative entitled “Welcome Home.” The 
meeting, co-chaired by the Honorable Michael A. Mack, 
Chief Administrator for Juvenile Matters, Mary Ann Han-
ley from the Office of Workforce Competitiveness, and 
William Pinto from the Department of Children and Fami-
lies, brought together thirty representatives from state 
agencies, providers, and advocacy organizations to discuss 
systems reform of juvenile justice in Connecticut.  The 
group explored best practices for reentry initiatives in other 
states, including the model from the Missouri Division of 
Youth Services which closed all correctional facilities and 
redirected funding towards small residential based ser-
vices, thereby cutting costs dramatically.  Missouri now 
boasts a 10% recidivism rate and the lowest corrections 
budget of the eight state radius.  The CT working group 
discussed ways to improve upon this model and targeted 
specific areas in which to expand wraparound services in 
the state.  The working group aims to pilot this reentry ini-
tiative in Bridgeport in July 2004.   Questions? Contact: 
Amy Blankson, 203-498-4240, amy@ctkidslink.org 
 
For more information on reentry initiatives around the coun-
try, see recent publication from Annie E. Casey online at 
http://www.aecf.org/publications/advocasey/spring2003/ 

Working Group Members 
 

Amy Blankson, CT Juvenile Justice Alliance 
Elizabeth-Leigh Bradley, CT Renaissance 
Wallace Barnes, CT Employment and Training Commission 
Joseph Carbone, The Workforce Place, Inc. 
William Carbone, Court Support Services Division 
John Cottrell, Council of Churches 
The Honorable Maureen Dennis, Juvenile Court Judge 
Susan Deschamplain, CT Department of Labor 
Darlene Dunbar, DCF Commissioner 
Robert Francis, RYASAP (co-chair) 
Janice Gruendel, CT Voices for Children (co-chair) 
Mary Ann Hanley, Office for Workforce Competitiveness 
Dawn Hatchett, Family Services Woodfield 
Emily Tow Jackson, The Tow Foudnation 
The Honorable Michael Mack, CT Superior Court 
Alan MacKenzie, Street Smart Ventures 
Jeanne Milstein, CT Child Advocate 
Adrienne Parkmond, The Workplace Inc. 
William Pinto, Department of Children and Families 
Linda Procino, Family Services Woodfield 
Brett Rayford, CT Juvenile Training School 
Louis Saloom, CETC Youth Committee 
Chris Sanders, CT Department of Labor 
Diane Sierpina, The Tow Foundation 
Martha Stone, Center for Children’s Advocacy 
Jon Swift, Office for Workforce Competitiveness 
Thomas White, Court Support Services Division 
Janet Williams, CT Center for Effective Practices 
 

“Know Me” Film Debut 

Welcome Home: Reentry/WIA Pilot Project 

young people at Youth Rights Media (YRM) are working to 
promote youth justice by improving youth-police relation-
ships. Over the past year, youth peer educators have partnered 
with law students to educate over 1000 New Haven high 
school students about their rights and responsibilities in en-
counters with police officers. Over the past several months, 
YRM’s youth leaders have strengthened their approach to im-
proving youth-police relationships by taking on an equally 
important and challenging task: working to sensitize local po-
lice officers to youths’ experiences, perspectives, and con-
cerns. In June, YRM premiered KNOW ME, a thirty minute 
youth-produced film that challenges police officers to reex-
amine their perception and treatment of young people. This 
fall, YRM youth will present and discuss the film with offi-
cers in training at the New Haven Police Academy. Youth 
Rights Media is a nonprofit organization dedicated to empow-
ering youth to protect and advance their rights in relation to 

“For young offenders, law en-
forcement is the entry point 

into the juvenile system. When 
a juvenile is apprehended for 
the first time for violating the 

law, it is the police officer who 
determines the nature of the 

offender’s initial involvement 
with the system.” 

Law Enforcement and Crime, 
OJJDP, December 2001 

 
Recognizing that police officers serve as the gatekeepers to 
the criminal justice system, and well aware of the hostility, 
tension and mistrust that often marks youth-police encounters, 
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After six months of rigorous work, the CT Juvenile Jus-
tice Alliance Steering Committee has approved a five 
year Strategic Plan.  Under the leadership of Rea Carey, 
a consultant from the Management Assistance Group, 
the Alliance has now drafted its mission statement, 
statement of values, goals, action steps, and organiza-
tional implications.  While the Alliance continues to ad-
vance these goals, we hope to launch an intense period 
of activity in January 2004 when new funding and staff-
ing is in place.   
 
Thank you to all Alliance members who contributed to 
the creation of this Strategic Plan! 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance is to 
promote a safe, effective, and equitable continuum of services 
for children and adolescents in, or at risk of involvement in, 

the juvenile justice system. 
 
 

Goals 
 
Goal I:  Developing a Sustainable Alliance 

By December 2006, the Alliance will have established 
itself as a respected, powerful and sustainable juvenile 
justice advocacy force in the State of Connecticut. 

 
 
Goal II: Promoting a Continuum of Effective Community-
Based Services 

By July 2007, the Alliance will have successfully advo-
cated for a continuum of effective community-based sup-
ports and services for youth ages 8-18 years old that as-
sures appropriate prevention, intervention and treatment 
services and eliminates inappropriate placement in secure 
detention or confinement. 

 
 
Goal III.  Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Overrepresenta-
tion in the CT Juvenile Justice System 

By July 2008, the Alliance will have successfully advo-
cated for policy, hiring, training and service improve-
ments resulting in the elimination of the overrepresenta-
tion and/or inappropriate treatment of youth by race or 
ethnicity in the Connecticut juvenile justice system. 
 
 

Statement of Values 
 

1. We believe that young people that commit low-level 
crimes and/or violate court orders should be addressed 
in the community and not in secure confinement or de-
tention.  

 
2. We believe that young people with mental health and 

substance abuse issues should receive adequate and 
timely treatment, ideally before they end up in the juve-
nile justice system.  

 
3. We believe the overrepresentation of minorities in the 

juvenile justice system is wrong, and should be elimi-
nated. 

 
4. We believe that young people in, or at risk of involve-

ment in, the juvenile justice system should have a con-
tinuum of community supports and services that ensure 
their healthy development.  

 
5. We believe that juvenile offenders have the rehabilita-

tive potential to successfully reenter society and become 
a contributing member of the community.  

 
 
6. We believe that all youth have assets that can be tapped 

to make the world a better place, and that it is the com-
munity’s responsibility to seek out and encourage the 
development of these assets.  

 
7. We believe that collaborative partnerships with juvenile 

justice agencies, providers, educators, advocates, par-
ents and youth can create productive dialogue that will 
ensure a comprehensive juvenile justice system that 
serves the real needs of the community. 

 
8. We believe that development of a continuum of commu-

nity-based prevention, intervention and treatment pro-
grams will promote better youth outcomes at demon-
strably lower costs over time than more punitive ap-
proaches. 

 
9. We believe that a comprehensive statewide juvenile jus-

tice plan is both important and necessary for system-
wide, cost-effective, and sustainable change to take 
place in Connecticut.  

 
10.  We believe that authentic youth voice is an integral 

component to creating meaningful and appropriate im-
provements to the juvenile justice system. 

 

Strategic Plan Approved 
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By Diane Sierpina,  
Senior Program Officer, The Tow Foundation 
 
Until 1997, the staff and board of The Tow Foundation, a pri-
vate family foundation based in Stamford, knew very little 
about the plight of children and families caught up in Con-
necticut’s juvenile justice system.  All that changed during a 
chance meeting that year between our executive director, 
Emily Tow Jackson, and Brian Langdon, president of Family 
Services Woodfield in Bridgeport.  When Mr. Langdon was 
asked what was the most difficult program to raise private 
funds for among the myriad his human services agency offers, 
he answered without pause that it was the program for chil-
dren on parole.  These children were not in the program long 
enough for the services to make a significant difference in 
their lives, he said.  And in his experience, private funders 
were not interested in helping this population of kids. 
 
The Tow Foundation Board of Trustees subsequently made a 
grant to Family Services Woodfield to help extend its Juve-
nile Case Management Collaborative-Outreach Tracking & 
Reunification program beyond the DCF-funded parole period 
(which national research has shown is imperative for lower 
recidivism and better outcomes) and to expand its services to 
other at-risk children in Bridgeport.  The success of the out-
comes for these children pleased the board to such a degree 
that it directed the Tow staff to research the policies and prac-
tices of the juvenile justice system in Connecticut to deter-
mine if the foundation could play a positive role in further 
improvements.  Each year, more and more grants were issued 
to enhance services to court-involved children, from arts ther-
apy to mental health and gender-specific programs for girls.  
Today, The Tow Foundation is committing the majority of its 
annual $1 million grantmaking budget to juvenile justice ad-
vocacy and services in the hope that fewer children will be 
incarcerated and more of them will receive the mental health, 
education and life and job skills services they need to lead 
successful lives.   
 
Very few private foundations make juvenile justice a priority 
funding area.  The Tow staff has been able to interest other 
Connecticut-based foundations in partnering on some pro-
jects.  The Edward S. Moore Foundation based in Norwalk, in 
particular, has collaborated with The Tow Foundation on 
grants to provide gender-specific training to staffs at alterna-
tive sanctions programs in Fairfield County serving children 
on probation and to bring a parenting skills training service to 
court-involved families in Stamford and Norwalk.  We also 
have been successful in bringing Connecticut’s activities to 
the attention of national funders interested in social justice 
issues.  A number of our grantees have now received grants 

from both Open So-
ciety Institute and 
the JEHT Founda-
tion through our in-
troduction.  In addi-
tion, The Tow Foun-
dation is a member 
of the Youth Transi-
tion Funders Group, 
a collaboration of 25 
major grantmakers 
across the United 
States who are 
working together to 
elevate public 

awareness and identify effective means of connecting vulner-
able youth to education, employment and other services, all 
with the overarching goal of reducing reliance on incarcera-
tion.  
 
We have been fortunate, as staff members, that our board en-
courages us to devote an extensive amount of time research-
ing best practices; networking with local, state and national 
stakeholders who share our interest in social and criminal jus-
tice and visiting state programs and facilities.  Our broad 
range of experiences and extensive conversations have al-
lowed us to share information with children’s advocates and 
state officials.  It is our hope that the information we have 
contributed to the dialogue on juvenile justice matters has en-
couraged the state to consider a change in approach and a re-
allocation of resources to alternative, community-based ser-
vices for at-risk children who are usually beyond considera-
tion.   
 
We also are very pleased to be a founding member of the 
Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance and find this collabora-
tion to be a great asset in forwarding the goals of The Tow 
Foundation.  Over the past year, we have been encouraged by 
several changes in policy and practice that impact the juvenile 
justice system.  Lines of communication have opened be-
tween the Department of Children & Families and the Judicial 
Branch.  Ineffective alternative sanctions programs are being 
closed in favor of evidence-based and home-based therapies.  
Life and job readiness skills are being integrated into parole 
programs.  The state is taking steps toward considering ways 
to reduce disproportionate minority confinement in the juve-
nile justice system.  Judges are receiving more extensive and 
appropriate training specific to working with the juvenile 
population.  Both DCF and CSSD senior officials have in-
vited Alliance members to share their views on important pol-
icy matters, such as the treatment of girls.   

(Continued on page 5) 

A Foundation’s View on Juvenile Justice 
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(Continued from page 1) 
2002), indicates that while children do well in CSSD funded 
programs, they recidivate significantly at post-discharge. In 
response to these issues, CSSD embarked on a system wide 
change beginning in 2001 and committed itself to implement-
ing research based service delivery models in the contracted 
juvenile service network that are proven effective in reducing 
recidivism.  
 
Our first network wide effort at implementing new services is 
Multi-Systemic Therapy (MST) for juveniles, an evidence 
based treatment model for serious juvenile offenders.  MST is 
a home based model that addresses children within the con-
text of their families.  Services address the needs of juvenile 
offenders at high risk of out of home placement and target the 
major risk factors and predictors of recidivism: family dys-
function, substance abuse and antisocial peer associations.  
Randomized clinical trials have shown that MST results in 
significant reductions in long-term rearrest rates and out-of-

home placements for serious juvenile offenders.  
 
CSSD’s move to MST programming requires the phase-out of 
some current program models and their replacement with new 
services in the same geographic areas.   Two hundred and 
twenty-five MST “slots” will come on line in FY 03/04 with 
potential for the creation of 75 more added in the second half 
of 2004.  Slots will be assigned to the 13 juvenile courts.  
With anticipated program discharge every four months, the 
MST network will serve approximately 675 children annually 
(225 slots) and may later serve 900 children  (300 slots).  Ser-
vices will first be offered in the urban centers of CT, followed 
by suburban and rural areas.  
 
The Division is excited about these changes. The conversion 
to MST reflects CSSD’s commitment to achieve better out-
comes for our clients in CT by delivering services that are 
proven to address the needs and risk factors that contribute to 
recidivism.  

Foundation Views 

CSSD Invests in Multi-Systemic Therapy 

concept that all children should be given a fighting chance.  
Perhaps, in the future, Connecticut can be the model juvenile 
justice program that  others will admire and want to replicate. 

(Continued from page 4) 
 
In the private sector, we are witnessing the growth in both 
parent and youth organizing efforts.  The voice of the families 
has not been adequately heard in the past and these organizing 
efforts, in cooperation with the Alliance’s work, are bound to 
stimulate improvements for delinquent and vulnerable chil-
dren in our communities. 
 
There are still areas where we see great opportunity for im-
provement.  The state continues to invest in larger detention 
centers, which are bound to result in more children being de-
tained away from home.  It also remains committed to a 240-
bed juvenile training school that is a replication of a prison for 
adults.  There’s no question that programming has improved 
at the Connecticut Juvenile Training School, but the prison 
design of the facility is not conducive to  
therapeutic services.   
 
Our colleagues around the nation are watching with interest as 
the state rolls out an extensive Multi-Systemic Therapy pro-
gram and re-shapes its probation and aftercare services.  We 
are hopeful that Connecticut will adopt the attitude and poli-
cies put in place in other states, such as Missouri, which are 
based on smaller, regional facilities, nurturing care and the 

“It is our hope that the information 

we have contributed to the dialogue 

on juvenile justice matters has 

encouraged the state to consider a 

change in approach and a 

reallocation of resources to 

alternative, community-based 

services for at-risk children who are 

usually beyond consideration.” 
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JEHT Foundation.  The JEHT Foundation recently awarded the 
CT Juvenile Justice Alliance $375,000 to fund the infrastructure 
development of the CT Juvenile Justice Alliance over the next 
three years.  The grant will help fund two full-
time positions, including an Executive Director 
and Public Policy Assistant.  Applications for 
these positions are now being accepted.  Please 
forward inquiries and resumes to 
ct_jjalliance@yahoo.com 
 
Smith-Richardson Foundation.  We applied for 
a grant from the Smith-Richardson Foundation 
($50,000) at its request to fund the reentry pilot 
project in Bridgeport.  Our request was not 
funded due to a reduced portfolio at the Founda-
tion. We are currently looking for other sources 
of funding.  The Tow Foundation has offered to 
explore funding options with us.  

Jim Casey Foundation. By invitation of Casey Family Services, 
CT Voices for Children submitted  a $60,000 planning grant to 
the Jim Casey Foundation to create an infrastructure to support 

front-end systems reform in Connecticut for 
youth transitioning out of foster care, with two 
pilot sites beginning in Bridgeport and Hart-
ford.  The planning grant creates an opportunity 
for an additional three-year implementation 
grant to bring close to $1 million to the state of 
Connecticut.   

Hot Resources 

Funding Updates 
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Website of the Month: Safe State—Preventing Crime and Violence in the State of California   
This website includes extensive information on juvenile justice issues, including funding, events, ongoing campaigns, 
and news.  There is also an highly interactive section for teens.  (http://www.safestate.org/index.cfm?navID=2) 
 
 
Grant Opportunities 
Jenesis Group Grant -This Foundation awards grants on a national level to nonprofit organizations with annual budg-
ets below $500,000. Support is primarily offered to results-oriented organizations which help children and youth by: 
building self-esteem and fostering self-reliance; emphasizing literacy and academic excellence; offering leadership 
training and development; utilizing mentoring strategies; teaching career readiness and/or "life" skills; preventing ju-
venile delinquency; and/or developing entrepreneurial skills. For grant information, visit: 
http://www.schoolfundingservices.org/newsViewer.asp?docId=2546  
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is accepting proposals for its Substance Abuse Policy Research Program, to 
focus on producing policy-relevant information about ways to reduce the harm caused by the use of tobacco, alcohol 
and illicit drugs in the United States. Eligibility: Policy researchers and collaborations between researchers and com-
munity organizations or policy-making organizations.  Deadline: Nov. 7.Amount: $100,000 to $400,000.  For grant 
information, visit: www.cdcnpin.org. 
 
 
Recent Publications 
The State of CT’s Youth 2003: Data, Outcomes, and Indicators (CT Voices for Children).  This compilation of im-
portant youth development indicators presents a balanced picture of Connecticut’s youth, highlighting not only nega-
tive indicators such as poverty, risky behavior, and juvenile crime, but also positive indicators of youth development, 
such as adequate exercise and civic engagement.  In so doing, it underlines the importance of collecting and analyz-
ing data in order to help guide Connecticut’s youth down the path of positive development.  Online at: www.
ctkidslink.org 



My name is Michael Bernier.  In May of 1993, I was in-
carcerated at the age of 15.  When I turned 16, I was 
transferred to adult court and sent to the county jail. 

I’ve already wasted my life.  I’m serving a 60-year sen-
tence with no possibility for parole.  I will get out in my 
mid-50s.  But the fact remains that there are many kids 
who are in my situation, or headed there, that can be 
helped.  Kids with all the potential in the world, going to 
waste because of a backwards system.  

I guess the best way to describe the CT Juvenile Justice 
System is to compare it to the building of an upside 
down pyramid.  With each new level added, it’s becom-
ing more and more unstable and in need of support to 
keep it from falling over. 

There’s been a continual progression with the laws in 
CT allowing juveniles to be tried as adults at younger 
and younger ages.  In 1999, the Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics  listed that there are 1,784 arrests, ages 10-17, per 
100,000 people in CT.  There is one youth prison in CT 
and at least one youth block in each of the state’s county 
jails. 

CT has painted themselves into the proverbial corner.  A 
budget deficit, prison overcrowding, and political corrup-
tion has created a rare opportunity.  So many variables 
have come together to make change so easy.  In the Feb-
ruary 2004 session, the state legislators will be discuss-
ing raising the age limit that a juvenile can be tried as 
an adult as a possible way to ease prison overcrowding. 

When they sentence a juvenile to 10, 20, 30, 40…, years 
in prison, because they are so young, they will get out.  
There are no programs in prison to teach them the life 
skills and social skills that they will need when they get 
out.  What they do end up learning is the survival skills 
needed to exist in prison.  In 4.5 years, I’ll be in prison 

just as long as I was out of prison—15 years.  What will 
my dominant social skills be? 

More importantly, a significant number of juvenile of-
fenders suffer from mental illness.  A child doesn’t have 
to be incarcerated to get the help they need.  A case by 
case assessment by the courts to determine a juvenile 
offender’s mental state is just one alternative to incar-
ceration.  Multi-systemic therapy, behavioral interven-
tion techniques, and better school support are some 
other simple alternatives.  I don’t believe that a juvneile 
is even capable of aiding in his or her own defense.  
What does a child know about the law? 

I’m currently in the process of writing the CT Consulta-
tion Center: Positive Youth Development, National Alli-
ance for the Mentally Ill, National Center for Juvenile 
justice, NIMH, Coalition for Juvenile Justice, the Mac-
Arthur Foundation, Children’s Law Center, Peter 
Elikann, Roland Acevedo, Fortune Society, and Multi-
systemic Therapy Services. 

There’s a strong need for the reorganization of the CT 
Juvenile Justice system.  If the CT legislators know that 
there are privately, federally, or even state-funded or-
ganizations willing to give them alternatives to jailing 
CT’s youth, it will make it that much easier for them to 
change the laws. 

Please, I urge you to contact the U.S. representatives 
Rosa DeLauro and James Maloney who have been active 
in youth issues and the state legislators.  Bring your 
valuable input on these issues to them. 

“The means used to prepare the future become its cor-
nerstone.” Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, Michael Bernier 

 
By working with others to reach agreement on the future of 
juvenile services in Connecticut, we believe we can develop 
thoughtful and thorough plans that will be effectively imple-
mented to help youth who need and deserve our care, while 
also maintaining public safety. 

(Continued from page 1) 
youth. Many youth in the juvenile justice  system face behav-
ioral health problems that require treatment. The goal of our 
work must be to successfully re-integrate youth back into 
their communities. We know that they will go back home, and 
working with families on treatment goals is essential if the 
youth is to receive the support they need when they return to 
the community. 

Letter to the Editor: Call for System Reform 
from a Juvenile Prisoner 

Building Statewide Partnerships 

PAGE 7 NEWSLETTER VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 



2470 Fairfield Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 
Phone: 203-579-2727 
Fax: 203-333-9118 
Email: ct_jjalliance@yahoo.com 

CT JUVENILE JUSTICE ALLIANCE 

The Bad. Connecticut continues to have too many young people 
with substance abuse, mental health and special education prob-
lems placed in secure facilities for minor 
offenses that could be better treated in community based pro-
grams. To begin to address these issues, CT has made access to 
behavioral health services easier for youth in the juvenile justice 
system.  However, since overall funding for the KidCare program 
and other CSSD community programs was cut, services for youth 
in the community have suffered.  Connecticut is capable of more 
appropriate service delivery for its young people.  
 
The Ugly. Connecticut’s record on the disproportionate represen-
tation of minority youth within the juvenile justice system re-
quires immediate attention. Additionally, our continued reliance 
on highly expensive secure facilities and correctional institutions 
for youth who, in other states, are served in the community must 
end.  
  
Connecticut has the intellectual and economic resources to invest 
in a proper continuum of services for youth at risk of or involved 
with the juvenile justice system.  We can do better.  
 
Robert Francis and Janice Gruendel 
CT Juvenile Justice Alliance Co-Chairs 
 
 

The Good.  The CT Juvenile Justice Alliance is pleased to an-
nounce that we have just received a grant of $375,000 from the 
JEHT Foundation for the next three years. The grant, combined 
with ongoing support from the Tow Foundation, 
will allow us to hire a full-time Executive Director and Public 
Policy Assistant. This will enable the Alliance to expand its part-
nerships and implement its strategic plan.    
 
High priority items for the CT Juvenile Justice Alliance over the 
coming year include: (1) the lack of front-end prevention and 
early intervention and reentry services for juvenile justice youth; 
(2) the overrepresentation of minority youth in the system, (3) the 
need for gender-specific programming for girls; and (4) the over-
reliance on secure confinement as a solution for young people's 
problems.  The Tow and JEHT Foundation resources will enable 
the Alliance to participate with the state and other organizations 
in development of a comprehensive, statewide Juvenile Justice 
Plan for the State of Connecticut. 
 
We are greatly encouraged that the Connecticut Department of 
Children and Families and the Judicial Department are making 
significant progress in working together to address these and 
other juvenile justice issues and they have been much more ac-
commodating in working with groups like the Alliance in devel-
oping solutions to problems. We also look forward to working 
closely with DCF Court Monitor Ray Sirry over the coming year. 

Co-Chairs Corner:  The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 

 

We’re on the 
web! 

www.ctjja.org 

 


