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we can meet the growing needs of Connecticut’s struggling families, we need more responsible 
and long-term revenue solutions.” 
 
Among the cuts proposed by the Governor that would affect Connecticut’s children are: 

• Cuts to early care services that would make affordable child care more difficult to obtain 
for working parents struggling to find and keep jobs in a difficult economy.  The 
Governor cut 12% of funding ($11.5 million reduction) for the Care4Kids child care 
program. 

• Increased premiums for children enrolled in the HUSKY health insurance program that 
would result in thousands of children losing health coverage.  The Governor proposes 
increased premiums and co-payments for children in the HUSKY B health insurance 
program.  When HUSKY B premiums were raised in 2004 and again in 2005, thousands 
of children would have lost coverage had the premium increases gone into effect. 
Recognizing the harmful impact, policymakers repealed the premiums twice.  

• The Governor has also proposed a number of changes to the HUSKY health insurance 
that will significantly increase costs for families, including co-payments on services for 
most adults in HUSKY A, discontinuing coverage for non-prescription medication for 
adults in HUSKY A, and restricting vision services for adults in HUSKY A.   

 
Connecticut Voices praised the Governor for including funds in the Department of Children and 
Families budget to provide better educational stability for children and youth in foster care.   
This means that when a child in DCF care is moved into a placement that is outside of his school 
district, DCF will coordinate with local schools to keep the child in his original school, if it is in 
the child’s best interest. 
 
In response to the Governor’s budget proposal, Connecticut Voices suggested several options for 
increasing revenues as part of a balanced approach to meeting the needs of state residents in the 
economic downturn.  These options include closing corporate tax loopholes, delaying or 
canceling a reduction in the estate tax that would benefit only very wealthy persons, evaluate the 
return on investment of hundreds of millions of dollars in corporate tax breaks, and raising 
income taxes for the wealthy. 
 
Connecticut Voices’ analysis of the budget proposal, “The Impact of the Governor's Proposed 
2011 Budget on Children,” can be found on the CT Voices Web site: 
www.ctkidslink.org/budgetsheets.html.  The brief includes a detailed table of cuts and some 
increases for services that directly affect children, youth, and families.  An analysis of the 
Governor’s HUSKY proposal is also available on the site: “The HUSKY Program Budget in 
Context: An Analysis of the Governor’s FY 2011 Budget Proposal.” For more on CT Voices’ 
revenue proposals, see “Connecticut Needs a More Balanced Approach to Resolving the Budget 
Deficit,” at http://www.ctkidslink.org/pub_detail_490.html. 
 
Connecticut Voices for Children is a statewide research and policy organization that works at the 
state and federal levels to advance public policies that benefit the state’s children, youth and 
families.  For more information on Connecticut Voices, see www.ctkidslink.org. 
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