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“The first and most enduring responsibility of any 
society is to ensure the health and well-being of its 
children… 

Although we can take rightful pride in our 
accomplishments on behalf of US youths…the world 
remains a threatening, often dangerous place…

And in our country today, the greatest threat to the lives 
of children and adolescents is not disease or starvation 
or abandonment, but the terrible reality of violence.”

Youth Violence: A Report of the Surgeon 
General, 2000



“Childhood is a 
period of special 
protection and 
rights.  Our       
concept of          
childhood 
hinges on 
safety. 

When children      
feel safe at 
home they  are 
ready to grow…



When safe in the neighborhood, children are ready to play, 
explore and form relationships with other children…



When they are safe       
at school, they are   
ready  to learn.”                     

James 
Garbarino



68% of CT adults 
believe that violence 
is a growing 
problem…

March 2000 Survey by 
Research 2000, 
Rockville, Maryland

CT Adults’ Views on Violence
CT adults’ responses on the 
causes of violence

-- 34% parental supervision
-- 26% family stress
-- 13% decline in values
-- 8% lack of laws
-- 7% finances
-- 5% media violence
-- 3% mental health 
-- 4% “don’t’ know”



“Of all the threats to the 
safety of kids in CT 
today, which one do 
you think is most 
important?”

April, 1998 Poll by the 
UCONN Center for 
Survey Research and 
Analysis

CT Adults’ Concerns About Child Safety

CT adults’ responses in 
order of frequency:

---Drugs
---Guns
---Child Abuse
---Gangs
---Violence in  

Schools
---Parental Neglect



A Few Fasts Facts:   Stressors Abound for CT 
Families

MORE SINGLE PARENTS:  From 1970 to 1996, CT families 
headed by a single parent increased from 10% to 27%. It is 
estimated the 1/2 of US children born in the1980s and in the 
1990s will live apart from a parent before age 18.

WORK STRESS:   With a 2.2% unemployment rate, nearly 
everyone is working. Between 1979-1998, the annual work 
hours of middle class couples with children increased from 
3,041 to 3,600 -- nearly 13 extra weeks of work per year.

FINANCIAL STRESSORS: CT ranks #1 in the US in per capita 
income ($39,167). Yet, between 1987-89 and 1995-97, 
Connecticut had a 127% increase in the proportion of working 
families raising children in poverty, the highest increase in the 
US.  In CT, 62% of our“working poor” families are headed by 
single mothers (as compared to 48% nationally).



ABUSE/NEGLECT:   In 1994, there were about 7,200 open child 
abuse/neglect cases at DCF. Now, there are more than 14,000 
open cases.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: In 1996, there were 18,653 incidents of 
family violence in CT in which at least one person was arrested.
Children were either directly involved or witnessed half of these. 
Many more children living in homes with domestic violence are 
abused or seriously neglected than other children. 

ABUSE MATTERS: CT young people who report being physically 
or sexually abused are also:

6 times more likely to attempt suicide
5 times more likely to carry a gun
2 times more likely to fights, use drugs, skip school and       
under-perform academically

A Few Fasts Facts:  Home is Not Always A Safe 
Haven



A Few Fast Facts:  What CT Young People Say 
About Risks

SUBSTANCE USE:   81% have used alcohol at least 
once. 29% began before age 13.  28% reported being 
current marijuana users.

DRUGS:   In 1999, 40% of CT high school students 
reported having been offered, sold or given an illegal 
drug on school property.

VIOLENCE:   36% of CT high school students were in 
a fight last year. 17% carried a weapon in the last 
month. 7% carried a weapon on school property.

SUICIDE 18% reported seriously considering a suicide 
attempt. 13% made a plan. 8% attempted suicide.



On average, American youngsters watch or participate in 4 hours of video, 
television or technology use each day. What are they seeing? 

The most recent National Television Violence Survey (NTVS) reports the 
following:

61% of programs contain some violence
44% of violent interactions involve perpetrators who are attractive 

and appear worthy of emulation
43% of violent interactions involve humor
75% feature no immediate consequence or condemnation of 

violence

A Few Fasts Facts:  Children, Media and Violence



A Few Fast Facts:  Parental Views on the Media

Parental Views of TV Content
Source: Princeton Survey Research Associates, 

April 1999 
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What are children and youth listening to? 

“I don't do black music, I don't do white music
I make fight music, for high school kids
I put lives at risk when I drive like this
I put wives at risk with a knife like this

“Shit, you probably think I'm in your tape deck now
I'm in the back seat of your truck, with duct tape 

stretched out
Ducked the fuck way down, waitin to straight jump out
put it over your mouth, and grab you by the face, what 

now?”…

Lyrics from Eminem’s “Who Knew,” 2000



Lyrics from Eminem’s “Who Knew,” 2000, 
continued

Look - I'll burn your fuckin house down, circle around
and hit the hydrant, so you can't put your burning furniture 

out

(Oh my God! Oh my God!) I'm sorry, there must be a mix-up
You want me to fix up lyrics while the President gets his dick 

sucked?
…

Fuck that, take drugs, rape sluts
Make fun of gay clubs, men who wear make-up

Get aware, wake up, get a sense of humor
Quit tryin to censor music, this is for your kid's amusement

But don't blame me when lil' Eric jumps off of the terrace
You shoulda been watchin him - apparently you ain't 

parents…



Important predictors 
of anger among teen 
females and males 
includes
being: 

A  recent witness or 
victim of home 
violence

A witness or victim of 
a knifing or shooting

A past witness to 
threats, slaps, hits, or 
punches, or beatings 
or muggings.



Important risk 
predictors of 
violence at ages 
15-18 include:

General offenses
Substance use
Aggression in 
males
Poverty
Antisocial 
parents
BETWEEN THE 
AGES OF 6 and 
11

Weak social ties, antisocial or 
delinquent peers, gang membership, 
and committing general offenses 
BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12 and 14. 



Important protective 
factors include:

Supportive 
relationships with 
parents or other 
adults

Parents’ positive 
evaluation of peers

Parental monitoring

Commitment to 
school

Positive social 
orientation

Perceived sanctions for 
transgressions
Friends who engage in conventional 
behaviors
Recognition for self involvement in 
conventional activities



“The likelihood that today’s children will be exposed to 
some form of violence – in the streets, at school, at home, 
or in the media – is enormous.

“Research clearly demonstrates that prevention 
programs and strategies can be effective against both 
early- and late-onset forms of violence in general 
populations of youths, high risk youths, and even youths 
who are already violent or seriously delinquent.

“Research has also begun to identify protective factors 
that appear to buffer the effects of exposure to risk.”

Youth Violence: A Report of the Surgeon General, 2000



Childhood is a 
period of 
special 
protection and 
rights.  Our       
concept of          
childhood 
hinges    on 
safety. Their 
safety today 
depends on us. 
But our safety 
tomorrow 
depends on  
them. 



For more 
information 
on child 
safety, 
contact

CT Voices for 
Children

J.M. Gruendel, 
Ph.D. Co-director

www.ctkidslink.or
g 203-498-4242


