
Data from the 2000 Census reveal 
stark contrasts among white, 
African-American, and Latino 
children in Connecticut1-2.   
Among the findings:  
• Latino children are seven times 

more likely to live in poverty 
than white, non-Hispanic youth.  
African-American children are 6 
times more likely.  

• Only  3 in 10 African-American 
children live in a married couple 
family compared to 4 in 10 
Latino children and 8 in 10 
white, non-Hispanic children. 

• Half of Latino households 
headed by a single mother are 
poor, as are almost a third of  
African American single mother 
households.  Only one in six 
white single mother households 
is poor. 

 
Of the 841,688 children under age 
18 in CT, about 100,000 are 
African-American (12%) and 
116,000 Latino (14%). As seen in 
the bullets above and from the table 
on the reverse, there are dramatic 
differences in family structure and 
economic circumstances for these 

children as compared to white 
non-Hispanic children. The 
median income for African-
American families is $39,257, for 
Latino families $32,437, and for 
white non-Hispanic families 
$71,433. Home ownership also 
differs by race and ethnicity, with 
28% of Latinos, 37% of African 
Americans, and 74% of white non-
Hispanics owning homes. While 
Connecticut enjoys the highest per 
capita income in the nation and the 
lowest child poverty rate in white, 
non-Hispanic children, African 
American and Latino children fare 
quite differently.   
 

Eighteen percent of both African-
American and Latino children live 
in neighborhoods where more than 
35% of families are female 
headed, more than 19% of persons 
are in poverty, more than 15% of 
late teens aged 16-19 years are 
high school dropouts, and more 
than 38% of men are unemployed.  
Less than 1% of white, non-
Hispanic children live in 
neighborhoods with all these 
characteristics. 

Research has shown that poverty 
and family structure affect all 
other areas of child well being. 
This is seen in Connecticut, 
where dropout rates are 2 to 5 
times higher for African 
American and  Hispanic teens, 
respectively. Recent results from 
the 2002 Nation’s Report Card3  
show that in Connecticut “black 
and Latino children lag further 
behind white students in reading 
than in most other states*.”  In 
terms of health, late pre-natal 
care and infant mortality rates for 
Hispanic children and African 
American children are 2 and 3 
times higher than white children  
and asthma rates are 5 to 10 
times higher in African-
American and Hispanic children.  
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1Terms used herein to describe the U.S. population are replicated according to the data source used.  Annie E. Casey uses African-American and Latino, while 
the Public Health Department and the U.S. Census Bureau use Black and Hispanic.   
2Latino Children: State Level Measures of Child Well-Being From the 2000 Census, Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2003, (www.aecf.org/kidscount/
latino_pocketguide.pdf) and African-American Children: State Level Measures of Child Well-Being From the 2000 Census,  Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2003, 
(www.aecf.org/kidscount/african_american_pocketguide.pdf).   
3“The Nation’s Report Card,” National Assessment and Educational Progress (NAEP), “is the only nationally representative and continuing assessment of what 
America’s students know and can do in various subject areas.”  More information can be found at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ 
*Emphasis added. 
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Connecticut Voices for 

Children is a statewide 

nonprofit organization 

committed to the 

vision that all 

Connecticut children 

and families need love 

and good health, to 

live in safety and 

economic security, to 

grow as successful 

learners, and               

to give back to their 

communities. 

Compared with white, 

non-Hispanic children, 

Latino children are 

seven times more 

likely to live in 

poverty.  

Census Indicators Black/
African  

American 

His-
panic/
Latino 

White Non-
Hispanic  

Children under 18 99,480 115,659 585,559 

% Living in Married Couple 
Families 

32 43 80 

% Living in Single Parent 
Families 

49 43 15 

% Living with Neither Parent 12 8 3  

% Living with Grandparent as 
Householder 

11 7 3 

Median Family Income $39,257 $32,437 $71,433 
Percent of Children in Poverty 25 31 4 

Percent of Female Headed 
Families in Poverty 

31 47 16 

Percent of Persons 16-19 who 
are High School Dropouts 

11 21 5 

Compared with white, 

non-Hispanic children, 

African-American 

children are six times 

more likely to live in 

poverty.  


