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Senator Musto, Representative Urban, and distinguished Members of the Select Committee on 
Children:  
 
We testify on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a statewide, independent, citizen-based 
organization dedicated to speaking up for children and youth in the policymaking process that has 
such a great impact on their lives. 
 
Connecticut Voices for Children strongly supports S.B. 846, which would require school 
districts to notify Unified School District #2 (the Department of Children and Families’ 
school district) in a timely manner of any transfer student arriving from USD #2, and would 
require that USD #2 forward the student’s records shortly upon receiving this notification 
from the new school district. Importantly, the proposed bill would also require school 
districts to accept credits earned by a student while he/she was enrolled in USD #2. 
 
This law would help ensure that the treatment of children transferring from USD #2 is generally 
consistent with the treatment of children transferring from all other school districts, including USD 
#1 (the Department of Corrections’ school district). We believe that the proposed bill should be 
amended to completely align the treatment of transfer students from USD #2 with the 
treatment of transfer students from all school districts. This alignment could be ensured by 
amending the proposed bill to require that USD #1 and USD #2 receive notification that a 
former student is enrolled in a new district not later than two days after the student registers. 
Currently, S.B. 846 proposes that all other previously attended school districts receive notification 
within two days of a student’s registration in a new district, but allows ten days before USD #1 or 
USD #2 must be notified that a former student has registered in a new district. 
 
Connecticut Voices for Children firmly believes that the academic achievements of youth in USD 
#2 should be recognized and their already difficult reintegration back into school districts and 
communities be made as easy as possible after their time in USD #2 has been completed. It is 
estimated that two-thirds of high school aged youth do not return to school upon release from 
juvenile detention; one of the main obstacles to their successful return is the lack of timely, complete 
information sharing between facilities.1 When these children do not reenter school, they lose one of 
their prime opportunities to learn academic and social skills that would help them become successful 
members of society.2 
 
Helping children in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems, including those in USD #2, 
reconnect with their education is crucial to their long-term success,3 while multiple obstacles to 



 

reenrollment “almost guarantee” student failure.4 Slow transfer of documentation and inability to 
transfer credits – both addressed in the proposed bill – have been documented nationally as two 
obstacles to enrollment for children returning from both the juvenile justice and child welfare 
systems.5Formalized communication between corrections staff and community social organizations 
has been found to be effective in helping to facilitate the transition for students returning to school.6 
 
It is imperative that students be accepted quickly back into the school environment and allowed to 
transfer credits earned while in detention. In general, students held back are statistically more like to 
drop out of school,7 and these at-risk students facing already difficult transitions need no additional 
reasons to leave school. A student’s successful transition back into the educational system, which is 
crucial to positive outcomes as an adult,8 should be made as easy as possible. 
 
Accordingly, we strongly support S.B. 846, which would make the educational transfer 
processes for children from USD #2 more consistent with the transfer processes for children 
from other school districts. We encourage that the proposed bill be amended so that the 
required timelines for all districts, including USD #1 and USD #2, be exactly the same, with 
a school district required to inform a student’s previously attended school district no later 
than two days after the student registers. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. 
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