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PROGRAMS A MONTH'S TAXES EQUIVALENT

Environmental Protection $0.33 A banana
Economic & Community Development $0.25 A ballpoint pen
Prisons & Parole $2.89 A box of crayons
Foster Youth & Child Welfare $3.66 A small latte at Starbucks
Schools (K-12 & Early Education) $11.63 1 month of the Hartford Courant
Colleges & Universities $2.99 A loaf of bread
Teachers' Benefits $3.29 1 gallon of milk
Legislative Branch Government $0.34 A postage stamp in 1999
Executive Branch Government $3.02 A pair of socks
Healthcare for the Elderly, Disabled, & Families $21.78 2 movie tickets
Welfare & Food Stamps $0.93 An iPhone app
Aid to the Blind, Disabled, & Elderly $0.52 15 min. of parking in downtown New Haven
Supportive Housing $0.24 A gumball
Public Health  $0.38 A cup of raisins
Mental Healthcare $3.08 A bagel & cream cheese
Aid to the Developmentally Disabled $4.35 The Sunday New York Times
Public Defenders $0.27 2 medium eggs
Juvenile Justice & Alternative Incarceration $2.00 A medium coffee from Dunkin Donuts
Debt Service $9.50 A small pizza with one topping
State Employee Benefits $8.67 2 pounds of ground beef
Public Safety $0.72 A roll of paper towels
Consumer Protection $0.07 1 kilowatt hour of electricity
Job Training & Work Support $0.27 A carrot
Other $3.50 1-way train ticket from Bridgeport to Darien
Total $84.67 A monthly smartphone bill
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In Connecticut, the personal income tax is the largest single source of General Fund revenue – contributing more 
than $8.6 billion in the current fiscal year. This tax season, we’ll take a look at exactly how these dollars are spent.  
Our “taxpayer receipt” will provide an overview of the relative distribution of tax dollars across the various 
government functions covered by the General Fund. From schools to healthcare, interest on the debt to public 
safety and emergency protection, our tax dollars are vitally important to the provision of public goods and services.   
 
The median taxpayer owes about $1,016 per year in state income taxes, or $84.67 per month. The chart below 
distributes that monthly figure across the various services our state government provides, giving a rough estimate of 
how your tax dollars are put to work: 
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For these modest costs, Connecticut residents enjoy a wide variety of public goods and services that are central to 
our quality of life and economic prosperity: schools that educate our children, rails and roads that facilitate 
commerce, police and fire departments that protect our families, healthcare that cures disease, and environmental 
protection that keeps Connecticut beautiful. Our taxes pay for achieving these common goals that we can’t 
accomplish individually.   
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Calculations for the above chart were performed as follows: 
 
 Monthly tax payments are based on the average income tax bill for filers in the median income bracket for 

tax year 2010 (i.e., those with an adjusted gross income between $44,001 and $45,000). The average 
Connecticut income tax payment for these filers was $1,016 – or $84.67 on a monthly basis.1  
 

 Appropriations by program are derived from the FY 2012-2013 Biennial Budget. Total gross appropriations 
for FY 2012 served as the baseline for these calculations. Transportation programs were then excluded from 
this total, given their heavy reliance on Special Transportation Fund revenue. Gross appropriations for FY 
2012 – not including transportation funds – totaled $20.4 billion.2   
 

 To define “programs,” similar line-item appropriations were consolidated within government functions.3  
For example, “Foster Youth and Child Welfare” includes line-item appropriations within the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) which appear under the “Corrections” function in the budget document. By 
identifying the specific purpose of these appropriations – rather than only identifying the agency and 
government function by which they are categorized – we mean to achieve a clearer, more meaningful 
understanding of where dollars are being spent.   
 

 Personal services appropriations were distributed across programmatic appropriations, according to that 
program’s funding as a percentage of overall funding in the appropriate agency. For example, programs 
related to juvenile justice and alternative incarceration accounted for roughly 94 percent of overall Judicial 
Department appropriations, not counting personal services. Accordingly, we allocated 94 percent of the 
Department’s personal services appropriation to this set of programs to reflect proportional distribution of 
human resources within the department.  
 

 Although the personal income tax is the largest single source of General Fund revenues, other revenue 
streams – chief among them, sales tax and federal funds – are important funding sources as well. While 
certain programs listed above may rely more heavily on one particular funding source, we allocated personal 
income tax revenue on a weighted basis relative to each program’s total appropriation.   

                                                 
1 Authors’ calculations. For underlying data, see http://www.ct.gov/drs/lib/drs/research/08incometax/2010ctincometaxreports.pdf 
2 See OFA FY 2012-2013 Biennial Budget Part II, p. 4 
3 For underlying data, see OFA FY 2012-2013 Biennial Budget Part II, pp. 20-44 (Table V, “Agency Appropriations”) 


