
 
 
 

Success Beyond 18: 
A Conference Exploring Opportunities and Services for Older 
Youth in Connecticut's Department of  Children and Families 

 
 

December 6, 2012       Old Judiciary Room, State Capitol 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.       Hartford, Connecticut 

 
 

8:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
 
9:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative 
 Hope Cooper, Consultant with Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative 
  
9:10 a.m. Video – Success Beyond 18 
 
9:20 a.m. The View of a Connecticut Legislative Champion 
  Representative Toni Walker 
 
9:35 a.m. What Does the Research Tell Us? 
 Dr. Mark Courtney, Chapin Hall, University of Chicago 
 
10:30 a.m. Break  
 
10:45 a.m. Connecticut’s Youth and Worker Advocates 
 Moderator: Kenny Feder, Connecticut Voices for Children 
 
 Youth Advocates 
  - Latasha Myers 
  - Brian Beltran 
  - Khaliyl Lane 
  
 Provider and Social Worker Advocates 
  -Hector Glynn, Village for Children and Families 
  -TJ Michalski, Youth United for Survival 
  -Ralph Zona, Department of Children and Families, retired 

 



 

 
12:00 p.m. Response of Legislative Champions  
 Senator Terry Gerratana  
 Representative Diana Urban 
 
12:20 p.m. Lunch 
 
12:50 p.m. The View from Other States 
 Moderator: Sarah Eagan, Center for Children’s Advocacy 
 
 Children’s Law Center of California 
  -Leslie Heimov, Executive Director  
  -Lindsay Elliott 
  
 Pennsylvania Dept. of Public Welfare, Office of Children, Youth and 

Families  
  -Cathy Utz, Director of Policy, Programs, and Operations 

 -TaWonda Jones Williams, Chief of Fiscal Policy 
   
2:00 p.m. Break  
 
2:15 p.m. Moving Forward: Blueprint for Change 
 Moderator: Christine Johnson, Jim Casey Youth Opportunities 

Initiative 
 
 Commissioner Katz, Dept. of Children and Families 
 Commissioner Rehmer, Dept. of Mental Health and Addiction 

Services 
 Christine Spak, Chief of Surrogate Parent Program, Dept. of 

Education 
 Chief Judge Wolven, Juvenile Court 
 
3:00 p.m. Closing Remarks and Adjourn 
 Sharon Langer, Connecticut Voices for Children 



Bios of  Visiting Speakers 
 
 
Mark Courtney, Ph.D. 
Mark E. Courtney is a Professor in the School of Social Service Administration at the University of 
Chicago. His fields of special interest are child welfare policy and services, the connection between 
child welfare services and other institutions serving families living in poverty, the transition to 
adulthood for vulnerable populations, and the professionalization of social work. He is a faculty 
affiliate of Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago, which he served as Director from 2001 to 
2006.  He has also served on the faculties of the University of Wisconsin (1992-2000) and 
University of Washington (2007-2010). He was the founding director of Partners for Our Children 
(POC), a public-private partnership housed at the University of Washington devoted to improving 
child welfare services.   
 
Leslie Starr Heimov, JD, CWLS 
Leslie Starr Heimov, a Connecticut native, is Executive Director of the Children's Law Center of 
California (CLC).  She began her career at CLC as a staff attorney, providing direct representation 
to parents and children in the dependency system, and later moved to a supervising attorney 
position.  From 2004 to 2007, Ms. Heimov served as CLC’s Policy Director, responsible for CLC's 
legislative and policy agenda, including drafting legislation and working closely with elected 
officials, their staff, and other advocates to support important legislative reforms in the child 
welfare arena.   
 
Lindsay Elliott, J.D., M.S.W. 
Lindsay Elliott, J.D., M.S.W., has been with the Children's Law Center (CLC) since 2008, first as a 
staff attorney and currently as CLC’s Fostering Connections Project Attorney. In this capacity, Ms. 
Elliott works with a statewide coalition of non-profit organizations and public agencies to ensure 
the effective implementation of The California Fostering Connections to Success Act. Prior to 
assuming her current role, Ms. Elliott provided direct legal representation to youth in the Los 
Angeles foster care system. Before joining CLC, Lindsay worked at Bay Area Legal Services in 
Tampa Florida, primarily representing victims of domestic violence.   
 
Cathy Utz 
Ms. Utz is the Director of the Bureau of Policy, Programs and Operations in the Pennsylvania 
Department of Public Welfare’s Office of Children, Youth and Families.  For the past 14 years, Ms. 
Utz has been responsible for providing oversight to numerous special children and youth initiatives 
and has been instrumental in formulating recommendation for needed policy, regulatory and 
statutory change to improve and enhance the Commonwealth’s child welfare system.  In addition, 
she has 11 years of county-level child welfare experience as a caseworker and manager.   
 
TaWonda Jones Williams 
Ms. Jones Williams is the Chief of the Fiscal Policy Division, Bureau of Budget and Fiscal Support 
in the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare’s Office of Children, Youth and Families.  For 
the past 15 years, Ms. Jones Williams has been responsible for analyzing, planning, developing, 
implementing, and evaluating fiscal policies and federal reporting of Pennsylvania’s child welfare 
funding streams.  In addition, she has 6 years of state management experience in other disciplines.   
 
 

 
 
 



Connecticut Voices for Children is a statewide research and policy organization that works at the 
state and federal levels to advance strategic public investment and wise public policies to benefit 
our state’s children, youth and families.  We believe that all of Connecticut’s young people should 
grow up healthy and safe, have opportunities for successful learning from birth through adulthood, 
live free from the limiting effects of poverty, prosper under the loving guidance of caring adults, 
and have the opportunity to give something back to their communities along the way. 
 
Since policy change is often possible only through legislation, Connecticut Voices works to 
advance — through the Connecticut General Assembly and state agencies — the sound policy and 
budget choices necessary for the health and well-being of our youngest residents and their families, 
and Connecticut’s future. 

About Connecticut Voices for Children 

The Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative is a national foundation that helps young people 
make successful transitions from foster care to adulthood. What started in 2001 as a time-limited 
demonstration to test a set of strategies has grown into an ongoing 15-state, nationally renowned 
initiative. The Jim Casey Initiative works with communities, young people, and policy makers to 
improve outcomes in permanence, education, employment, housing, health, financial capability, 
and social capital. Systems improvement and youth engagement are our signature efforts, and 
young people always play a central and visible role in advocating for changes that directly impact 
their lives.  

About the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative 

The Center for Children’s Advocacy fights for the legal rights of Connecticut’s most vulnerable 
children and youth. Center attorneys provide unparalleled individual legal representation for abused 
and neglected children and for those who suffer from inadequate educational support, lack of access 
to healthcare or mental health care, or juvenile justice involvement. Unique relationships with state 
policy makers and administrative leaders enable the Center to effect systemic change that improves 
the lives of thousands of children each year. Since 1997, the Center for Children’s Advocacy has 
been a powerful voice for the state’s most vulnerable children and has given disadvantaged youth 
the support and encouragement they need to speak up for themselves. For more information, visit 
www.kidscounsel.org.  

About the Center for Children's Advocacy 

 


