
 

33 Whitney Avenue • New Haven, CT 06510 • Phone: 203.498.4240 • Fax: 203.498.4242 • voices@ctvoices.org • www.ctvoices.org 

Independent research and advocacy to improve the lives of Connecticut’s children  
 

Testimony in Support of S.B. 340: An Act Concerning A Two-Generational School 
Readiness Plan 

Edie Joseph and Cyd Oppenheimer, J.D. 
Appropriations Committee 

March 7, 2014 
 
Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and Distinguished Members of the Appropriations Committee, 
 
We are testifying today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based public 
education and advocacy organization that works statewide to promote the well-being of 
Connecticut’s children, youth, and families. 
 
Connecticut Voices for Children Supports S.B. 340, An Act Concerning a Two-Generational 
School Readiness Plan, with modification as explained below.  The bill requires the Office of 
Early Childhood “to establish a two-generational school readiness plan to promote long-term 
learning and economic success for low income families.”1 Research shows that two-generational 
plans, “which focus on creating opportunities for and meeting the needs of vulnerable children and their parents 
together, move the whole  family  toward educat ional  success  and economic securi ty .”2 
 
A two-generational school readiness plan recognizes that affordable, high-quality early care 
and education is essential to Connecticut’s children and families. As stated in the proposed 
legislation, the plan must include promoting and prioritizing access to high-quality preschool for 
three and four-year-old children who are living in poverty. Children who attend nurturing, 
responsive, and language-rich early care and education programs are more likely to be prepared 
socially and academically for kindergarten, less likely to be retained or need special education 
services, and more likely to graduate from high school and become productive members of the 
workforce.3 However, childcare continues to be unaffordable for many Connecticut families, 
with the average cost of center care for a preschooler reaching almost $11,000 per year.4 Despite 
recommendations that child care for all families consume no more than 10% of a family’s budget, 
for a single mother of two earning 75% of the state median income ($64,999) with a preschoolers 
and a toddler in center-based care, 37% of her pre-tax income would be devoted to childcare.5  
 
Moreover, a two-generational plan takes into account the fact that children do well when families 
do well. The proposed plan includes providing the parents of children living in poverty with the 
opportunity to acquire their high school diplomas, adult education, and technical skills to increase 
their employability and sustainable employment. Last year, more than a quarter (27% or 10,457) of 
the Connecticut women who gave birth had a high school education or less.6 A high school 
education – if not a college education – is a necessity for economic stability in Connecticut. Higher 
levels of education reduce the risk of unemployment.  In 2012, unemployment in Connecticut for 
those with less than a high school degree was 23%, while unemployment for those with a high 
school degree was 11% and unemployment for those with a bachelor’s degree or higher was 4%. 
Similarly, the well-educated in Connecticut earn significantly more than those without a high school 
degree, or those with only a high school degree.7 A parent’s level of educational attainment has a 
strong correlation with children’s economic and education outcomes.8 To this end, a two-
generational plan should help implement crucial educational and workforce supports to increase 
economic opportunity for low-income families.  
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Overall, we support this bill, but suggest the following changes: 
• The bill should be amended in order for the Plan to cover families earning 75% of 

state median income, rather than “75% of the federal poverty level” (as currently specified 
in the bill). Affordable, safe, and quality facilities for children are necessary for parents to 
work and support their families. Nearly three-quarters of young children in Connecticut have 
all parents in their home working.9 In 2013, approximately 84% of infants and toddlers and 
25% of preschoolers living under 75% of the State Median Income did not receive any 
subsidies for early care and education.10  

• The legislation should change Care4Kids eligibility criteria to ensure that the 
program be open to parents who are striving to complete school or further their 
education, and not only to parents who are working. The Care4Kids budget must be 
increased to accommodate this expansion.  

• The committee should consider other best practices for two-generational plans. As 
identified by a 2014 Aspen Institute study, these elements include: educational supports, 
such as linking early childhood development programs and higher education, and raising the 
education levels and supports of the early childhood workforce; economic supports, such 
as building financial education and family assets, and protecting economic gains through 
continuity and bundling of supports; and social capital supports such as developing strong 
parent-child relationships early, and supporting parent engagement in early childhood 
through social networks.11  

• The proposed plan should be sure to look towards these organizations in 
Connecticut that are successfully utilizing two-generational programming, such as All 
Our Kin and Even Start, as models to be emulated.12 

 
By “addressing intergenerational barriers to school readiness and workforce readiness with high-
quality preschool, intensified workforce training and targeted education,”13 the state can take crucial 
steps forward in ensuring Connecticut’s young children and struggling families have a brighter 
future.   
   
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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