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Voting for Kids: 

How Connecticut Children Fared in the 2014 Legislative Session 
 

With the ink just dry from the Governor’s bill signing, it is 
time to tally up wins and losses for children from the 2014 
legislative session.  With Connecticut Voices for Children 
playing a major role across all committees impacting child 
health, development, education, and support, the session ended 
in a score of 6-6: six wins and six pieces of unfinished business.  
Read on to see how children fared during this legislative session. 
 
Success:  More children will have opportunities 
for high-quality early education.  State 
policymakers recognized the importance of high-
quality education for our state’s youngest and most 
vulnerable children by passing crucial legislation that 
(1) formally creates the Office of Early Childhood 
and (2) expands access to prekindergarten through an 
expansion of School Readiness, and through a new 
competitive grant program, Smart Start, which will 
allow school districts across the state to establish or 
expand pre-K programs.  The preschool expansion is 
designed to reach the 20 percent of children in 
Connecticut who enter kindergarten with no 
preschool experience. (Public Acts 14-39, 14-41, and 
14-217) 
 
Success:  More families will be able to support 
their children.  State policymakers rejected efforts to 
derail a planned increase in the state earned-income 
tax credit (EITC) for Fiscal Year 2015. The EITC is a 
proven, efficient, anti-poverty tool that encourages 
participation in the workforce, boosts tax fairness for 
low-income families, and improves health and 
educational outcomes for children in affected 
households.  Last year alone, more than 186,000 
households, nearly all of which include children, were 
better able to make ends meet thanks to the state tax 
credit.  The credit was temporarily reduced last 
session in the face of declining state revenues, and 
was scheduled to phase back in to its original amount 
beginning this year.   There was concern that full 
restoration of its benefits might be delayed to help 

close the budget deficit, but a broad coalition of child 
and family advocates helped turn the tide.   
 
Success:  State agencies will share data to track 
the recidivism rates of juvenile offenders.  
Without measuring recidivism, the Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) is unable to evaluate 
whether its programs and services are working.  
Connecticut Voices supported legislation that will 
require DCF and the Judicial Department to share 
information for the purpose of tracking the 
recidivism of juvenile offenders.(Public Act 14-186) 
 
Success:  The State will continue to share data 
and fund performance monitoring of the HUSKY 
program.  With HUSKY health coverage, families 
can have access to timely preventive care to maintain 
their children's health.  State funding supports 
monitoring of enrollment trends and utilization of 
health services, such as well-child care, dental care, 
emergency care, and prenatal 
care.   Without independent 
tracking and oversight, 
families may not get the 
coverage or the care they 
need -- and no one would 
know. 
 
Success:  A newly appointed commission will 
study the state’s tax system and evaluate its 
fairness for Connecticut families.  Connecticut’s 
low-income families pay a higher share of their 
income in state and local taxes than the state’s 
wealthiest residents.  With our encouragement, 
policymakers commissioned a comprehensive analysis 
of the impact of the array of Connecticut taxes on 
families and businesses (Public Act 14-217). The 
study is due to be completed by February 2016. 
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Success:  More children in State care will have 
the support they need to obtain a high-quality 
education.  Children in State care often miss out on 
quality educational experiences because of their 
involvement in the foster care or juvenile justice 
systems.  We supported legislation requiring the 
Department of Children and Families (DCF) and the 
Judicial Branch's Court Support Services Division to 
promptly assess whether children and youth who 
enter their school programs require special education 
and related services (Public Act 14-41). The bill also 
requires all schools to share educational information 
for youth in DCF care with the Department, as well 
as the foster parents and attorney for the child or 
youth. 
 
Work left undone 
Unfortunately, not all of our efforts led to policy 
changes.  With your continued support and 
engagement, we will return next session to renew our 
advocacy on these important bills.  
 
To Do:  Improved collaboration between schools 
and police. Research shows that arrests of students 
in schools decrease the likelihood of successful 
graduation and increase the risk for negative life 
outcomes.  Smarter policies that increase 
collaboration between schools and police can reduce 
the unnecessary resort to student arrests for behaviors 
that could be managed in the school.  Two bills with 
widespread support were aimed at improving school 
and police collaboration (SB 54, HB 5355).  
Unfortunately a final, unified bill did not pass both 
the House and Senate in time. 
 
To Do:  Continuous eligibility for children in 
HUSKY.  By enabling children in the HUSKY health 
insurance program to remain on HUSKY for 12 
months through “continuous eligibility,” regardless of 
short-term income or household changes, we can 
reduce gaps in health coverage for thousands of 
children.  A bill to restore continuous eligibility for 
children in HUSKY was approved by the Human 
Services committee, but failed to pass the 
Appropriations Committee (HB 5137). 
 
To Do:  A state child tax credit.  Connecticut 
Voices for Children laid the groundwork for the 
creation of a state child tax credit, which would 
improve the fairness of our regressive tax system, take 
into account the cost of raising children, and boost 
the incomes of working families.  While no bill was 

introduced this year, our report on the positive impact 
of this proposed credit and our discussions with 
policymakers will advance our future efforts. 
 
To Do:  Supports for young people in foster care.  
Youth who age out of the foster care system without 
family supports are at greater risk of unemployment, 
homelessness, and other negative outcomes.  
Connecticut Voices called for raising the maximum 
age to 21 for all eligible youth in foster care and for 
expanded supports for youth transitioning out of the 
DCF care. The final budget (Public Act 14-217) does 
make a technical change so that DCF can claim 
federal matching funds for services it already provides 
youth transitioning out of care.  However, no bill was 
raised that would have increased the maximum age of 
care to 21 for all eligible youth. 
 
To Do:  Juvenile sentencing reform.  A recent U.S. 
Supreme Court decision, Miller v. Alabama, requires 
states to conduct a judicial review of lengthy 
sentences imposed on juveniles (under the age of 
eighteen) for serious crimes.  The legislature failed to 
pass a bill that would have required this judicial 
review in compliance with the court decision (HB 
5221). 
 
To Do:  Effective treatment for girls in the 
juvenile justice system.  DCF recently opened a 
new locked facility, Pueblo, for young women 
involved in its juvenile justice system. Research shows 
that a locked facility is rarely the most effective setting 
for these youth, who need comprehensive services in 
their communities and families.  Connecticut Voices 
advocated for legislation to require that only girls at 
the highest risk level be placed at Pueblo, to help 
ensure that the facility is not used as holding ground 
simply because no other placements exist.  
Unfortunately, no bill was ultimately raised to address 
this issue. 
 
To Do:  Improvements to the Rainy Day Fund.  
Economic downturns can hurt state revenues and cut 
supports for kids just when they need help the most. 
To ensure that our state budget has a much-needed 
financial cushion, and guard against sudden spending 
cuts and tax increases during future recessions, we 
supported increasing deposits and the savings limit 
for the state's Rainy Day Fund.  While this bill passed 
the House, it was not taken up in the Senate (HB 
5031). 


