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Student Arrests and Zero Tolerance in New Britain: 

 Data, Policies, and Next Steps  
 

 
School discipline policies that exclude students from the classroom, including arrests and suspensions, are 
often counterproductive and unfair, increasing the likelihood of ongoing discipline problems and 
disproportionately affecting racial minorities and special education students.  Recently, U.S. Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan and Attorney General Eric Holder introduced landmark policy guidelines on school 
discipline that acknowledge the “tremendous cost” and “widespread overuse” of exclusionary school 
discipline policies. Cities and towns across Connecticut, including New Britain, have the opportunity to 
welcome these guidelines to help them shape new policies that keeps kids where they learn best: in 
school.   
 
The overuse of arrest, suspension, and expulsion is a problem throughout the state and nationally. This fact 
sheet focuses on New Britain, because of public attention to its high rate of student arrests; its 
recommendations, however, have broader application.   
 
Student Arrests are Often Unnecessary, Harmful, and Counterproductive  

 While data show an encouraging reduction in the number of student arrests in Connecticut 
schools over the 2007-2011 school years, much room for improvement remains. In the 
2011 school year, almost 3,000 children were arrested in school; a significant share of those 
arrests (11%) resulted from behaviors that would not be treated as criminal outside of the 
school setting (such as skipping class, being insubordinate, and using profanity). 

 Arrest doubles the probability of dropout and fuels entrance into the juvenile justice 
system. 

 Juvenile justice system involvement is one of the most direct pathways by which youth 
become disconnected from school and work, harming themselves and costing the state 
money. 

 
New Britain Students Arrested at High Rates 

 New Britain students are arrested at higher rates than students in Connecticut and other 
students in socioeconomically similar districts, at a rate of 15.8 arrests per thousand 
students, compared to 9.4 in District Reference Group I and 5.7 in Connecticut. 

 Overall, students were arrested 160 times in New Britain in 2011. 
 From September 2012 through July 2013, nearly 7% of juvenile arrests in New Britain 

resulted from school- based discipline, a rate higher than in any other city or town in 
Connecticut. 

 Student suspensions in New Britain are also higher than the statewide average.  In 2011-
2012, 34.1% of all high school students (grades 9-12) in New Britain received at least one 
in-school suspension, out-of-school suspension or expulsion, compared to 14.8% 
statewide. 
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Student Arrest Rates, 2010-2011 

 
Source: CT Voices’ Analysis of 2010-2011 State Department of Education ED 166 School Discipline Reports 

 
New Britain Students of Color and Special Education Students Arrested at Disproportionately High 
Rates  

 New Britain’s students of color and special education students are arrested at higher rates than 
students of color and special education students in Connecticut and in socioeconomically similar 
districts. 

 Black students are 4.3 times more likely to be arrested than white students. 
 Hispanic students are 3.4 times more likely to be arrested than white students. 
 Special education students are 2.5 times more likely to be arrested than regular education students. 

 
How Can We Prevent Unnecessary Student Arrests and Other Zero Tolerance Policies? 

 Defining and collecting data on student arrests. In order to fully understand the scope of the 
school arrest problem, districts should be required to report any and all school arrests. 

 Implementing memoranda of agreement between schools and police. Memoranda of 
agreements  
(MOAs) between school and police are used to delineate what situations should be handled by school  
staff instead of police, and to establish a graduated response policy that clearly lays out for staff and  
students what the consequences are for certain types of behaviors, improving the transparency,  
uniformity, and fairness of school discipline policies.  

 Supporting arrest reduction initiatives and peer learning for schools and school districts. Projects 
in Connecticut include the Office of Policy and Management’s Right Response Network, the CHDI 
School-Based Diversion Initiative, and the Disproportionate Minority Contact Reduction Project. 

 Establishing and supporting community collaboratives/LISTs across the state. Local 
Interagency Service Teams (LISTs) bring together community providers, parents, and youth around 
issues of the juvenile justice system and service delivery.  

 Promoting police and educator training. The state Office of Policy and Management offers one-
day trainings to promote effective collaboration between police officers, educators and school staff, 
and youth.  

 Expanding and using Juvenile Review Boards, which divert juvenile offenders from the formal 
justice system.  

 Ensuring access to mental health services.  
 Promoting and expanding restorative justice practices in schools.  


