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           14th Annual Budget Forum 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

9:30 – 9:35  Introduction 
Ellen Shemitz, Executive Director, Connecticut Voices for Children 

  
9:35 – 9:50 Kids First, Prosperity for All 

Nick Defiesta, Fiscal Policy Fellow, Connecticut Voices for Children 
  
9:50 – 10:30 Connecticut’s Fiscal Future 

Benjamin Barnes, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management 
  
10:30 – 10:35 Q & A 
  
  10:35 – 12:00 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:00 

Panel Discussion: Family-Friendly Tax Policies 
Moderated by Sharon Langer, Advocacy Director, Connecticut 
Voices for Children 
 
Martin Looney, Senate President Pro Tempore 
 
Wade Gibson, Former Director, Fiscal Policy Center at Connecticut 
Voices for Children 
 
Michael Leachman, Director of State Fiscal Research, Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities 
 
Kurt Wise, Senior Analyst, Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center 
 
 
Closing Remarks 
Ellen Shemitz, Executive Director, Connecticut Voices for Children 

 
 

 
Connecticut Voices for Children’s work on tax and budget issues is supported by 

the Melville Charitable Trust and the Stoneman Family Foundation. 
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