
 

33 Whitney Avenue • New Haven, CT 06510 • Phone: 203.498.4240 • Fax: 203.498.4242 • voices@ctvoices.org • www.ctvoices.org 

Independent research and advocacy to improve the lives of Connecticut’s children 
 

 
Testimony Regarding H.B. 6824: An Act Concerning the State Budget for the Biennium 
Ending June Thirtieth 2017, and Making Appropriations Therefor and Other Provisions 

Related to Revenue  
Appropriations Committee 

Kenneth Feder and Edie Joseph 
March 5, 2015 

 
Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee:  
 
I am testifying on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based public education and 
advocacy organization that works statewide to promote the well-being of Connecticut’s children, 
youth, and families. 
 
Connecticut Voices for Children would like to take this opportunity to urge the 
Appropriations Committee to support providing legal representation to youth who are 
subject to involuntary termination from the Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
care.  
 
Young people transitioning from foster care are at high risk for homelessness. In fact the 
most comprehensive study of youth who have aged out of foster care found that by age 24, 24% will 
have experienced homelessness, and 37% will have couch surfed.1 Furthermore, foster care 
involvement is a known pathway to youth homelessness in Connecticut. A recent survey of 100 
young people currently experiencing homelessness found that half reported involvement with DCF.2 
 
Providing an attorney to youth who are at risk of discharge will help to protect vulnerable 
young people from being pushed out of foster care to homelessness. After a young person 
turns 18, DCF requires that youth pursue a post-secondary education program to remain in care.3 
For young people in foster care – who are often behind in school as a result of the trauma they have 
experienced over the course of their childhood – maintaining compliance with this requirement can 
be a daunting task; over the past 3 years, 294 youth have been discharged for failing to comply with 
this requirement.4  
 
The Department has made great strides in improving post-secondary educational supports, and the 
number of youth discharged for non-compliance has declined sharply over the past three years.5 
However, when youth are threatened with discharge, they receive little support if they attempt to 
contest the Department’s decision. Youth are notified of their discharge with a confusing and 
technical form, the DCF-800.  
 
Furthermore, while youth may appeal their discharge, if they want an attorney they must pay out of 
pocket. 6 This is an enormous expense for any young adult, much less one who has grown up in 
foster care. Unsurprisingly, during the 309 discharge appeals between 2010 and 2013, only 11 
young people had legal representation, and DCF’s decision to discharge was reversed only 9 
times. 7 This is particularly troubling, because Connecticut wisely guarantees legal counsel to all 
children in the foster care system.8 However, children lose their right to counsel after they turn 18 – 
precisely the age at which this representation is most necessary, as youth are at risk of being 
discharged from Agency care. 9 This is in contrast to the best practice recommended by the 
American Bar Association (ABA) Center on Children and the Law.10  
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Connecticut should provide legal representation to young adults threatened with discharge, 
to ensure that no youth is unnecessarily or prematurely pushed out of care. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
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