
educational opportunity gaps in the country.   In 
the last two years, black and Latino students 
had scores on the Smarter Balance achievement 
tests that were almost half those of white 
students. Low-income students only tested at 
about two-thirds of the scores of students who 
were not in poverty. Our economy lags because 
all students do not receive the education needed 
to reach their full potential.  

Major sources of these educational inequalities 
are: a dramatic under-investment in certain 
schools;  the lack of access to universal, affordable, 
and high-quality early care in many communities;  
and decades of racial and economic segregation.  
The richest communities in Connecticut have 
well-funded, high-achieving schools.  The 
opposite is true in our poorest communities.

In addition, reform policies based on testing have 
not improved student or teacher performance in 

a meaningful way.  Evidence 
shows that rewarding and 
punishing performance based 
achievement tests does not 
improve education. Instead, 
educators teach to the test, 
narrowing the curriculum at 
the expense of developing 21st 
century skills, such as critical 
thinking.

Given the recent CCJEF  v. 
Rell court decision on school 
funding, Connecticut has an 
opportunity to improve public 
education for all.   To create 
a quality educational system 
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We believe that all students deserve a high-
quality education.  Public schools can provide 
opportunities from preschool through college to 
help all children fulfill their potential, increase 
social mobility, reduce poverty, and fuel economic 
growth.

Among our fully funded public schools, we 
have some of the highest achieving schools in 
the nation  and a number of the world’s best 
colleges and universities.  We also have a highly-
educated workforce – Connecticut is one of the 
states with the highest percentage of individuals 
with a bachelor’s degree or higher. Our educated 
workforce has been a major driver of our 
economic growth. 

Connecticut, however, is a land of educational 
extremes, with many students left behind due to 
a lack of educational opportunities. Connecticut 
has some of the largest racial/ethnic and economic 



from cradle to career for all students in Connecticut, we 
need to improve the education fundamentals across the 
board, including:

•	 Full funding for all schools.  Currently, there is a 
dramatic gap in educational funding accross towns; this 
gap needs to be narrowed so that all students can access 
a high-quality education. Money matters.

•	 Universal access to affordable and high-quality early 
care and education is necessary to establish a strong 
foundation, to provide the caring and stimulating 
environment needed for early brain development, and 
to develop strong socio-emotional skills.

•	 Opportunities to learn for all.  We need a rigorous and 
challenging curriculum for all students to develop 21st 
century skills, grounded in strong literacy and 
numeracy skills. For example, by third grade 
they should be able to go from learning to 
read to reading to learn. By eighth grade, they 
should have a strong mathematical foundation 
so they are prepared to take algebra. And in 
high school, all students should be taught with 
a curriculum that prepares them to be college 
and career ready. 

•	 Treat teachers as professionals and promote 
a high-quality, diverse teacher workforce.  In 
countries with the most successful educational 
systems, the highest-achieving students are 
recruited to enter education as a career.  In 
Connecticut, we need to create incentives so 
that the highest-achieving students choose to work in 
education, while also ensuring that the teacher workforce 
reflects the composition of students.  In order to 
attract and retain this diverse workforce, teachers need 
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resources, instructional time, planning 
time, autonomy, and professional 
development to tailor teaching to 
students’ needs. Only this will ensure 
that all students meet or exceed grade 
level expectations.

•	 Create an engaging, culturally 
responsive curriculum that has high 
expectations for all students and makes 
education relevant by connecting 
material to students’ individual, family, 
and community experiences.

•	 Improve college and career 
readiness. Ensure that all students, 
both those who plan to attend college 
and those who choose a career after high 

school, complete high school with 21st century skills of 
critical thinking, problem solving, and cross-cultural 
competency. Improve the linkages between the secondary 
curriculum and work.  Strengthen the vocational system. 

•	 Community schools. Work towards building community 
schools with a full set of wraparound services and 
extensive parent and community involvement, so that 
all students receive the comprehensive support needed 
to reach their full potential.

We as a state will benefit from the shared prosperity that 
comes with smart investments in a high-quality education 
for all.  

Note: Low Income students defined as students who were eligible for a free or 
reduced price lunch.  Data presented in this brief comes primarly from Stanford 
Opportunity Project, NAEP, Connecticut School Finance, and academic research 
articles on early care and education and school achievement. Further information 
on sources is available in the appendix. 


