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Senator Suzio, Senator Moore, Representative Urban, Representative Zupkus, and distinguished members of the 
Committee on Children, 
 
My name is Justin Abbasi, I am a third-year student at Yale University and an intern at Connecticut Voices for 
Children, and I am here to testify in support of Bill 813, “An Act Concerning Youth Aging out of  Department of  
Children and Families Custody.”  

I spent seven years in foster care under the South Carolina Department of Social Services, and at age eighteen as a 
first-year student at Yale, I decided to leave care. My foster parents had informed my sister during my winter recess 
that she would not be allowed to stay with them anymore and, as a result, I felt that I could not stay with them 
anymore either. 

Upon my return to Yale, I had been thrust back into my responsibilities both old and new as a full-time student, as 
a financially independent teenager, and as my sister’s primary source of support, after having just lost my own 
primary source of support. The months that followed proved to be one of the most anxiety-provoking and instable 
periods of my life. I did not know where I would go during the upcoming breaks from school; I did not know what 
independent living would look like; I did not know who I could turn to for help or for guidance. 

That said, I am incredibly privileged to be where I am. I am privileged to be a full-time student, I am privileged to 
be provided with room and board and nearly full financial aid by my university, and I am privileged to have 
transitioned out of foster care voluntarily. And although my transition out of care may have been unsettling, the 
transitions that many of my peers experience are far worse. Most youth in care do not benefit from the same 
privileges that I have, which have granted me stable living conditions, and many of them have experienced 
homelessness as a result. 

If passed, Bill 813 would provide support to Connecticut youth in care in place of those privileges. This bill would 
not only protect the more than 20% of Connecticut youth who have experienced homelessness after transitioning 
from care by the time they turned twenty, but it would also provide youth with a safety net for up to forty-five days 
after their transition in the event that they do experience homelessness. The requisite ninety-day notice period 
would afford youth the time to prepare for their transition, whereas current policy allows for some to only be given 
as little as ten days’ notice. 

In deciding whether to pass Bill 813, I ask that you all consider the statistic I just mentioned: 20%. More than 20% 
of Connecticut youth who have exited care by their twentieth birthday have lived in a state of homelessness. That is 



 

to say: for every five of those individuals, one did not have a place that they could call home at some point in time. 
The state of Connecticut has an ethical obligation to prevent that from happening. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I am happy to answer any questions you might have. 

Sincerely, 

Justin Abbasi 

justin.abbasi@yale.edu 

(843) 781-4588 


