CONNECTICUT

VOICES

FOR CHILDREN

YEARS

OF ADVANCING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Testimony Supporting S.B. 256: An Act Concerning Racial and Ethnic Impact Statements

Karen Siegel, M.P.H.
Health Policy Fellow, Connecticut Voices for Children
Government Administration and Elections Committee
March 5, 2018

Senator Flexor, Senator McLachlan, Representative Fox, Representative Devlin, and esteemed
members of the Government Administration and Elections Committee,

My name is Karen Siegel, and I am submitting testimony today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for
Children, a research-based child advocacy organization working to ensure that all Connecticut
children have an equitable opportunity to achieve their full potential. Thank you for providing this
opportunity to voice our strong support of S.B. 256.

Connecticut’s sluggish economic recovery has been a central topic of discussion for the past two
legislative sessions, and the legislature created the Commission on Fiscal Stability and Economic
Growth in response to this situation. Emerging evidence suggests both that racial disparities in
Connecticut are a cause of this slow economic growth"*’ and that addressing these disparities could
help Connecticut’s businesses gain a competitive advantage’ and grow our state’s economy.” In
Connecticut, people of color have become increasingly over-represented in low-wage work and
underrepresented in high-wage work over the past five years. Workers of color represent
approximately 29 percent of Connecticut’s workforce and 50 percent of the state’s low-wage
workers.’ In the same period, wage disparities in Connecticut have widened. The median hourly
wage for White workers is $10 more than for Black workers in Connecticut.” Economic models
suggest that the gross domestic product (GDP) of the United States would increase by 14 percent
(about $2 trillion) should the racial wage gap be eliminated.”

Disparities in the state are deeply rooted and widespread. Connecticut’s children of color experience
significant disparities in school achievement, rates of involvement with the justice system, and health
care access and outcomes.”'”'"" For example, high school graduation rates are 14 percent lower for
Black students than for White students in Connecticut.'” Further, the state’s White infants have the
lowest mortality rates in the country while our Latino infants have one of the highest.” It is critical
to understand how changes to state policies impact communities with needs that are masked in state
averages. Historically, racist policies such as redlining heightened racial segregation in Connecticut
and widened gaps in opportunity.'* On the other hand, outreach efforts and changes to our health
insurance system have decreased disparities in health insurance coverage between Connecticut’s
White, Black, and Latino residents."



Given this evidence, being able to consider how state policies will impact racial equity will help the
General Assembly create policies that expand opportunity for a// of the families and children in our
state and, in so doing, bring our great state back to a place of prosperity.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this written testimony in support of S.B. 256. I can be
reached with any questions at ksiegel@ctvoices.org or at 203-498-4240, ext. 120.
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