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Senator Doyle, Senator Kissel, Representative Tong, Representative Rebimbas, and the distinguished 
members of the Judiciary Committee: 
 
My name is Alexandra Ricks, and I am submitting this testimony on behalf of Connecticut Voices 
for Children, a research-based child advocacy organization working to ensure that all Connecticut 
children have an equitable opportunity to achieve their full potential. I offer this testimony in 
support of H.B. 7216: An Act Concerning Family Impact Statements in the Cases of 
Defendants with Dependent Children.  
 
This bill seeks to allow the court to consider the impact on the children and family of a defendant 
when making sentencing decisions. In cases where defendants face incarceration as a possible 
sentence, their defense teams would be able to submit a Family Impact Statement describing how 
this might impact their dependent children; this statement may include financial impact, the impact 
on children’s relationships with their parents, and what familial and community supports will be 
available to children in their parents’ absence. This bill would put Connecticut in the company of 
other jurisdictions—such as the states of Oklahoma, Hawaii, and California1—that include some 
degree of family-informed sentencing decisions.  
 
Allowing defendants to submit Family Impact Statements acknowledges the many collateral 
damages that affect the children of incarcerated parents. Families face financial hardship 
through lost earnings, residential instability, difficulty arranging childcare, and social stigma as a 
result of parental incarceration.2 As a result, the children of incarcerated parents are more likely to 
become homeless.3 They are also more likely to end up in the child welfare system; in the case of 
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Caregiver Arrest on Minor Children: Implications for Use of Family Impact Statements in US Courts." 
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maternal incarceration, this risk increases five times.4 These immediate impacts place children and 
youth at risk for long-term challenges.  
 
Moreover, the children of incarcerated parents face greater risk for experiencing long-term 
negative outcomes. The children of incarcerated parents have higher rates of depression and 
anxiety.5 These children have lower academic achievement in school, including higher rates of grade 
retention, lower attendance,  higher rates of suspensions and expulsions,6 and higher chances of 
dropping out compared to their peers. Finally, the children of incarcerated parents are more likely to 
be involved in the criminal justice system as children and as adults; juvenile delinquency increases 10 
percent7 and adult crime convictions increase 15 percent8 compared to children whose parents were 
never incarcerated. These negative outcomes in children, youth, and adults diminish the 
productivity of Connecticut’s future workforce and contribute to children with incarcerated 
parents having greater needs throughout their lives—needs that will have to be addressed 
through costly interventions, such as social services and incarceration.  
 
It is important to acknowledge that, unfortunately, parental incarceration impacts children that 
are already at higher risk for negative outcomes and have fewer social and economic 
supports. Although one in fourteen children in the country has an incarcerated parent, the rates are 
much higher for Black children and low-income children. 12 percent of Black children (compared to 
6 percent of white children) and 13 percent of children living below the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) 
(compared to 4 percent of children in families with income twice the FPL) have an incarcerated 
parent.9 Black children and children living in poverty already face disproportionate health, academic, 
and financial challenges. Having an incarcerated parent further compounds these challenges, and 
that effect must be considered when sentencing an individual with dependent children to ensure the 
best possible outcomes for these children.  
 
This bill does not seek to give parents a free pass. Rather, it seeks to allow the court to make 
fully informed decisions and minimize collateral damages relating to children. When altering 
incarceration sentence lengths or alternative to incarceration programs are options for the court, 
having an understanding of how the sentence will impact innocent children gives the judge the 
ability to make the best decision for all involved. 10 When the needs of the children are considered, it 
creates an opportunity to minimize the negative outcomes that often result for the children of 
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incarcerated parents later in life. When negative outcomes for children and youth are averted, the 
entire state benefits by avoiding costly interventions and creating healthier, more productive citizens.  
 
Thank you again for your time and I am happy to answer any questions. I can be reached at  
(203)498-4240 ext. 115 or aricks@ctvoices.org.   


