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More than a hundred days after the new fiscal year began, legislators in the General Assembly found sufficient 
common ground to pass a budget. The legislation passed with a supermajority vote, an encouraging display of 
bipartisanship to end an often-gridlocked session. Despite the promising signs of bipartisanship, however, the 
content of the budget agreement includes many troubling provisions, violating best-practice budgeting principles of 
equity, transparency, and sustainability. In terms of equity, the budget marks an all-time low in the share of state 
funding directly devoted to children and families. In terms of transparency, the budget relies on a series of one-time 
revenue gimmicks that provide the appearance, but not the reality, of continuing balance. In terms of sustainability, 
the budget lacks any comprehensive solutions to its structural deficit, instead adopting new restrictions on the 
budget process that limit the tools available to spur economic growth and leave the state unprepared to address the 
challenges of a 21st-century society. 
 
Key Findings: 

• The Children’s Budget, the share of state spending on children and families, reached a record low in the 
latest state budget, declining to 27.8 percent of the budget, down from 29.5 percent in Fiscal Year 
2017. 

• For the first time, state spending on fixed costs (debt service, retiree health care, and pensions) took 
a larger share of the budget (29.5 percent) than what the state spends on children and families. 

• The only significant tax changes reflect upside-down priorities: reducing the Earned Income Tax Credit 
and Property Tax Credits, which benefit low-income working families, while cutting estate taxes for the 
wealthy. 

• The General Assembly approved sweeping changes to the state’s constitutional spending cap, 
expanding the categories of spending covered by the cap, limiting the state’s ability to support opportunity 
in our distressed municipalities, and making it more likely that the state’s growing fixed costs will crowd out 
other essential programs. 

• New caps on revenue-raising and bonding threaten Connecticut’s ability to build thriving communities. 
Unless repealed before May 15, 2018, the budget’s Bond Lock will tie Connecticut’s hands for a decade, 
likely reducing funding for services necessary to keep residents healthy and productive, increasing disparities 
in educational resources and opportunities, shifting costs to cities and towns, and failing our crumbling 
infrastructure. 

 
Read the full report on our website at www.ctvoices.org/publications. 


