
 

33 Whitney Avenue • New Haven, CT 06510 • Phone: 203.498.4240 • Fax: 203.498.4242 • voices@ctvoices.org • www.ctvoices.org 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Testimony Supporting the Governor’s Proposed Budget 
 for the Department of Children and Families  

Stephanie Luczak 
Policy Intern 

Appropriations Committee 
February 21, 2018 

 
Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, Representative Ziobron, and esteemed 
members of the Appropriations Committee:  
 
Thank you for taking the time to hear my testimony supporting the Governor’s proposed 
budget adjustments for the Department of Children and Families in fiscal year 2019. I am 
testifying today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based child advocacy 
organization working to ensure that all Connecticut children have an equitable opportunity to achieve 
their full potential. My name is Stephanie Luczak, and I am a policy intern at Connecticut Voices for 
Children as a second year Masters in Social Work student at the University of Connecticut.  
 
Families across the state continue to grapple with increasingly complex issues: substance use, 
interpersonal violence, mental and behavioral health struggles, and the harmful effects of systemic 
poverty and a sluggish economic recovery. In Connecticut, the rate of substantiated maltreatment 
continues to rise, with a current rate of 10.14 unique victims per 1,000 children, an increase from 9.66 
in 2016 and 8.32 in 2015.1 This increase in child maltreatment may result from Connecticut’s opioid 
epidemic,2 which has tripled in severity since 2012.3 To combat these issues to ensure that families and 
children can thrive, the Department of Children and Families must be equipped with sufficient staff 
and resources to do so.  
 
It is imperative that personal services funding for the Department of Children and Families 
be maintained to adequately serve families and their children. We are here today to voice support 
for the $4.99 million added to DCF’s budget to hire an additional 132 social work staff, as well as the 
$11.4 million increase for services. The Governor’s proposed funding adjustments for DCF support 
compliance with the 2017 Juan F. Consent Decree Revised Exit Plan.4 Funding for additional social 
workers and social work supervisors will help ensure that every child can leave state care into the home 
of a supportive and permanent family. This increase in staffing will assist the continued effort to 
reduce overwhelming caseloads so that caseworkers can appropriately and effectively work with 
individual families and so that supervisors can provide case workers with much-needed support and 

                                                 
1 Data retrieved from the Connecticut Children’s Report Card. Available at: 
https://embed.resultsscorecard.com/Scorecard/Embed/35106 
2 Wiltz, T. (2016). Drug-addiction epidemic creates crisis in foster care. Published by the Pew Charitable Trusts. 
Available at: http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2016/10/07/drug-addiction-
epidemic-creates-crisis-in-foster-care 
3 The Hartford Courant. (2017). Editorial: Worsening opioid crisis demands action. Available at: 
http://www.courant.com/opinion/editorials/hc-ed-opioid-crisis-connecticut-0830-20170829-story.html 
4 Juan F. v. Malloy 2017 Revised Exit Plan. Available at: http://www.childrensrights.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/Revised-Exit-Plan.pdf 
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oversight. Adequate staffing is also critical to DCF’s ability to continue to make progress towards 
exiting federal oversight. 
 
However, families who come into contact with the Department of Children and Families are also 
often involved with other state agencies as well,5 whether it be the Department of Mental Health and 
Addition Services, the Department of Social Services, the Department of Developmental Services, or 
the Judicial Department. In order to comprehensively serve Connecticut families’ complex needs, we 
encourage creating built-in flexibility and fluidity with funding amongst these intertwined 
systems in order to promote positive growth and stability for our state’s children.  
 
Many DCF-involved children and families express the desire to live free from involvement with or 
reliance on state agencies. By supporting the needs of struggling families now, we can help all our 
residents overcome obstacles, raise healthy children, and contribute to our state’s economy. Cross-
system collaboration, serving families as a unit, and ensuring that families have equitable and 
transparent access to the services they need are all critical steps in that process. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on the Governor’s proposed changes to the DCF’s 
budget for SFY 2019. I am happy to answer questions, and I can be reached at sluczak@ctvoices.org 
or (203) 498-4240 x 116.  
 
 
 

                                                 
5 CrossBear, S. & LeGore, S. (2013). Family Involvement in Child-Serving Systems and the Need for Cross-Systems 
Collaboration. Prepared for the Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, Center for Substance Abuse Treatment. Available at: https://www.ncmhjj.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/06/Family-Involvement-Issue-Brief_110513.pdf.  

mailto:sluczak@ctvoices.org
https://www.ncmhjj.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Family-Involvement-Issue-Brief_110513.pdf
https://www.ncmhjj.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Family-Involvement-Issue-Brief_110513.pdf

