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Senator Doyle, Senator Kissel, Representative Tong, Representative Rebimbas, and esteemed 
members of the Judiciary Committee:  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to support H.B. 5470: An Act Concerning The Provision of 
Timely Notice of Child Placement Information from the Department of Children and 
Families to the Attorney Representing the Child in a Child Protection Matter. I am testifying 
today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based child advocacy organization 
working to ensure that all Connecticut children have an equitable opportunity to achieve their full 
potential. My name is Stephanie Luczak, and I am a policy intern at Connecticut Voices for Children 
and a second year Masters in Social Work student at the University of Connecticut.  
 
Moving from place to place is a regular experience for some children in foster care. This experience 
of placement changes can disrupt any sense of predictability and belonging for children in care.  Youth 
that are committed to the Department of Children and Families (DCF) should be protected by all 
those involved in the child’s life in order to minimize the upheaval, including the child’s attorney. The 
federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act requires that after legal abuse or neglect petitions 
are filed, that a child is appointed an attorney to “obtain a first-hand, clear understanding of the 
situation and needs of the child.”1 H.B. 5470 helps ensure that children in care receive these supports 
by requiring that the Department of Children and Families provide written advanced notice of all 
moves to the youth’s attorney, including moves to a respite care home or when a child needs 
hospitalization. It will help ensure that youth’s attorneys can better advocate for and support youth 
throughout the youth’s time spent in state care. 
 
The 2016 Child and Family Services Review determined that Connecticut has a placement change rate 
of 2.92 placement changes per 1,000 days spent in foster care.2 While this rate is lower than the 
national standard, this translates into at least one move per year spent in foster care. Current policy 
administered by the Connecticut Department of Children and Families requires that the youth’s foster 
parents, biological parents, attorney, and guardian ad litem should be notified at least ten calendar days 
prior to any non-emergency placement change.3 H.B. 5470 would strengthen this procedure and make 
it a more consistent practice by adding the language to state statute.  

                                                 
1 Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, 42 U.S.C. § 5106a(b)(2)(B)(xiii)(I) 
2 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children & Families. (2016). Child and Family 
Services Reviews: Connecticut. Retrieved from: http://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/upload/2017/04/children-and-families-
CT_FinalReport_2016.pdf 
3 Connecticut State Department of Children and Families. (no date.) Policy Index: Moving a child in out-of-home 
placement, 36-55-1; change in placement, notification to parents, 36-75-1. Retrieved from: 
http://www.portal.ct.gov/DCF/Policy-Homepage/Home/Policy-Index-by-Topic 



 
Notifying the child’s attorney of any change in placement also assists with making the placement 
change process a smoother process. In the fall of 2017, Connecticut Voices for Children conducted 
an informal, voluntary study with 46 youth from DCF Youth Advisory Boards regarding youth 
experiences with placement changes. Results yielded that placement changes occur frequently for 
some youth, with a median of one placement change in the last year and a median of three placement 
changes in total. The median amount of advanced notice was just one day.4  
 
Strengthening the placement change process for all involved in the child’s life not only aims to increase 
stability for the youth, but aims to increase communication between the child’s support systems. H.B. 
5470 also requires notification of any administrative case reviews or permanency planning team 
meetings. The child may not always be present at these meetings or may not always be able to advocate 
for themselves at these meetings. This legislation promotes attorney participation at these meetings to 
ensure adequate legal advocacy on behalf of the child’s best interests.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. I am happy to answer questions, and I can be reached at 
sluczak@ctvoices.org or (203)498-4240 x 116.  
 
 

                                                 
4 Luczak, S., Updegrove, N., &  Ruth, L. (2018). Between people and places: Reducing upheaval for children moving 
around in Connecticut foster care. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ctvoices.org/sites/default/files/Plcement%20Change%20Report.pdf 


