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Legislative Brief ~ Connecticut should support all our children so that they may reach their full potential.

June 2018 Unfortunately, across our state, disparities in resources, systemic racism, and other barriers stand

between that vision and reality. During the 2018 legislative session, Connecticut Voices for

Connecticut Voices Children raised a powerful voice advocating for the research-based policies and best practices

Sor Children’s Staff that will enable every child in our state to have a meaningful path to opportunity and set our
state on a path toward a more inclusive, healthy, and prosperous future.

Thanks to our advocacy and the leadership of many legislators, policymakers, and other
advocates, the Connecticut General Assembly took important steps to advance equity and
reduce racial disparities. Through targeted policy changes in education, juvenile justice, and
early childhood, we created a more sweeping commitment to consider the racial and ethnic
impact of any new legislation at the request of lawmakers. The passage of the racial and ethnic
impact statement legislation (S.B. 256) is a first in the nation, and establishes Connecticut as
a true leader and opening the door to a better future for all.

On fiscal matters, the legislature made necessary changes to some potentially damaging fiscal
restrictions by making the volatility cap more flexible and shortening the terms of the Bond
Lock. Due to unexpectedly strong revenue from personal income taxes, the General Assembly
was able to increase or restore funding to several key programs serving children and families.

Legislators did little, however, to address the state’s structural budget deficit. Unless adjusted,
the FY 2019 budget would be $2 billion in deficit in the 2019-20 fiscal year and the potential
shortfall rises to 2.58 billion in FY 2020-21 according to the Office of Fiscal Analysis. Choosing
short-term fixes that fail to tackle the underlying challenges renders many of the session’s policy
victories tenuous at best.
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1hriving Families

Children need strong foundations to reach their full potential. From high-quality healthcare to services that support
at-risk children and youth, Connecticut needs programs and initiatives that open pathways to opportunity for all of
our children. This session, the Connecticut General Assembly took steps in this direction with the enactment of several
pieces of legislation focused on family stability and access to services that help prevent involvement with the juvenile

justice and child welfare systems.

Health

The General Assembly took several positive steps to
improve healthcare for children and families, most
notably with the restoration of HUSKY A coverage for
13,500 parents in low-income families (by restoring
eligibility to 155 percent of the Federal Poverty Limit
($38,905/year for a family of four). When parents have
health insurance, their children are more likely to both
have insurance and see a doctor. With consistent access
to primary and preventive care, children can get the
medications, screening, and care they need to support
healthy development while their parents are less likely
to miss work or face steep medical bills that could leave
families in debt.

In addition to the HUSKY A restoration, the General
Assembly took steps to strengthen the quality of health
insurance plans available in the state with the passage
of H.B. 5210, a bill that codifies in state law a list of
essential benefits mandated for health insurance plans.
The legislation provides a guarantee of access to crucial
health services for all Connecticut residents, protecting
against proposed erosions of federal protections.
Legislators also codified into law the Office of Health
Strategy to provide a vision for the state’s health systems
that promotes equity, controls costs, and integrates data

across programs (H.B. 5290).

This commitment to prevention and systemic thinking
is also present in legislation adding oral health to school
heath assessment criteria and opening child-care centers
as locations where dental hygienists can practice (H.B._
5163), provisions which will help improve preventive
oral health care rates for Connecticut’s children, and

in legislation that tightened regulation in firearms by

banning the sale of bump stocks (H.B. 5542).

Finally, the General Assembly rejected several legislative
proposals that would have had a significant negative
impact on healthcare access and widened disparities

in the state. Legislators voted down a bill (S.B. 270)
that would have added work and community service
requirements and asset testing for adults under age 65
receiving HUSKY (Medicaid) insurance and barred the
Department of Social Services from applying federal
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)
waivers for high-unemployment areas. The added
administrative burden would have increased state costs
in many cases while reducing coverage to vulnerable
families both through reduced eligibility and added red
tape. In addition, lawmakers rejected three proposals to
allow Access Health CT, the state’s health care exchange,
to offer short-term plans and insurance options with
high-out-of-pocket costs and limited benefits. These
plans would have provided high-deductible coverage,
making them unaffordable to use.

Key legislative successes:

* Husky parent eligibility restoration.

* Expanded oral health access for children.

* Bump stocks ban.

* Essential health benefits regulations.

* Office of Health Strategy.

* Defeated: work requirements for Medicaid/SNAD,
short-term insurance plans.
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At-Risk Youth

Connecticut Voices for Children has long advocated
for policies that focus on providing foster children and
youth with stable, supportive environments. The General
Assembly approved legislation this session that takes
positive steps in this regard, following a prevention-
centered approach and targeting change to help to reduce
racial and ethnic disparities in the child welfare system.

Two bills related to foster care merit attention and
celebration. First, the General Assembly adopted S.B.
323, a bill that requires DCF to provide at least 10
days-notice to children and youth in foster care before a
planned move to a new home, unless there is an emergency.
This legislation, which arose from a report published
and presented by Connecticut Voices for Children at
our Youth at the Capitol event earlier this year, passed
with unanimous support in both chambers. Before this
legislation, children and youth in foster care sometimes
had little to no notice before a new placement, creating
great upheaval in their lives with little or no supports.
With a minimum of 10 days’ notice, social workers and
foster parents will now be able to work hand in hand to
make placement changes less traumatic.

Second, with the passage of S.B. 312, the Commissioner of
DCF must develop and integrate procedures and practices
that are responsive to the needs of children with intellectual
and developmental disabilities at all points of the child
welfare system. This legislation further increases DCF’s
commitment to prevention, as addressing disabilities early
is vital to increase long-term educational achievement.

In addition to these positive changes, legislators passed a
bill creating a new State Oversight Council on Children
and Families (S.B. 188) with ample bipartisan support,
but the Governor vetoed the measure. The proposal
would have created an oversight structure to ensure that
the state continues detailed and regular monitoring of
outcomes for DCF-involved children and families after
exiting from the Juan E consent decree. We commend
lawmakers for taking these important steps forward in
prevention, interagency cooperation, and data sharing.
Connecticut Voices for Children will continue working
with the Executive branch, state agencies, the Legislature
and the Judicial Branch in the coming years to ensure that
state agencies can support vulnerable children and families
earlier and more effectively.

The General Assembly continued its drive for juvenile
justice reform under the leadership of the Juvenile Justice
Planning and Oversight Committee. The passage of H.B.
5041 marks a milestone in Connecticut’s prevention-
centered approach to reform. The bill codified the
community-based diversion plan to identify at-risk
youth, connect youth and their families with intervention
services, coordinate these services and track progress
before youth enter the juvenile justice system through the
courts. This system is critical to continue Connecticut’s
progress in decreasing the number of incarcerated youth
while improving community safety. This system is local,
less restrictive, and geared towards prevention; it is built
around providing families and youth with the skills and
resources they need to thrive within their communities.
The legislation also removes some education barriers for
detained youth, eliminating restrictions and offering new
resources to educators in the process, and it mandates
the creation of a justice reinvestment study and plan to
bolster community-based diversion efforts using dollars
saved from reduced incarceration.

Finally, the legislature passed legislation (S.B. 13)
implementing a set of policies to improve the treatment of
female inmates in its prison. The bill includes protections
for transgender inmates, requires that the York Correctional
Institution provides access to medical staff with training on
pregnancy and childbirth, and provides special counseling,
care, and protections to pregnant inmates. Connecticut is
one of the first states in the nation to mandate common
sense, humane treatment of female inmates.

Lawmakers also showed a clear commitment to a

prevention-focused model by rejecting numerous bills that

CONNECTICUT

VOICES

FOR CHILDREN

33 Whitney Avenue ® New Haven, CT 06510 ¢ 203.498.4240 ® www.ctvoices.org



www.ctvoices.org
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=323
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=323
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=312
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=188
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=5041
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=5041
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=13

2018 Legislative Session Review

would have increased the number of youth tried in adult
court. These proposals would have increased Connecticut’s
reliance on punitive measures for juveniles by expanding
the number of cases referred to adult criminal courts.
Evidence shows that trying juveniles in adult courts does
not reduce criminality, has negative long-term impacts on
the well-being of the minor, and ends up costing more
money than a prevention-based approach.

In addition, lawmakers rejected legislation that would
have rolled back parental protections for youth detained
by the police and infringed on juvenile court (H.B 5328),
specifically on the admissibility of confessions by minors
without the presence of a lawyer or guardian. This bill
started as a proposal to bar the use of these confessions as
admissible in court, but it was amended to do the opposite
in committee. We opposed the amended text, and it
never received a vote in the House. We also successfully
opposed a bill that would have weakened confidentiality
laws protecting youth adjudicated of sexual offenses (S.B.
486). Weakening civil rights protections of minors makes
addressing their often-complex situations more difficult,
resulting in worse outcomes in the long-term.

Equity and Excellence in Education

Even with these positive steps, significant structural and
funding issues remain. Last year’s bipartisan budget shifted
all juvenile justice-related services and funding from
DCF to the Court Support Services Division (CSSD)
in the Judicial Branch. DCF used some of this funding
for behavioral health services that help keep youth from
entering the juvenile justice system. The Governor’s Office
will continue to fund the services that were provided
under the Juan F. mandate, and they have worked with
CSSD to continue to fund Juvenile Review Boards and
Local Interagency Service Teams, two institutions integral
to the community-based diversion systems, through the
end of 2019. The piecemeal nature of this funding means
there is no guarantee that funding for these institutions
will continue into the future.

Key legislative successes:

e Advance notice for placement changes in foster care

* Development of procedures for foster children with
intellectual or developmental disabilities.

* Female prison inmates bill.

* Defeated: bills rolling back on parental protections
for youth in police custody, sexual offenses
confidentiality protections.

Connecticut Voices for Children advocates for cradle to career education policies that will help children achieve their

full potential, regardless of race, income, or zip code. We support policies that help children enter school ready to
learn and graduate high school ready for college and career. This legislative session, the General Assembly took some

significant steps to make early childhood education more accessible and introduced some smart, targeted policies

that have the potential to significantly improve educational outcomes for many students of color.

Early Childhood

The legislature approved H.B. 5449, a bill that makes
several changes to the early childhood system and give
the Office of Early Childhood (OEC) the ability to better
target its resources to serve vulnerable populations. Under
this bill, the OEC can prioritize specific groups that it
deems most at-risk when inadequate state funding requires
Care 4 Kids to establish a waitlist. The agency can now
target high-need populations (like homeless families)
or shift resources to infant and toddlers. In addition
to prioritization, the bill allows the OEC to increase
reimbursement rates for school readiness and child day
care center programs. The General Assembly has kept
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rates flat for years, and this change opens the door for the
OEC to take steps to better support providers. The bill
also introduces new reporting tools to evaluate program
effectiveness, a crucial step to ensure programs are cost-
efficient and meet the needs of families.

Complementing this bill, lawmakers passed legislation
that creates a 90-day grace period for vaccinations and
physicals for homeless children enrolling in child care
(H.B. 5169). Lowering barriers to accessing child care for
homeless families helps keep kids safe and enables parents
to work to support their family. Given the disproportionate
representation of families of color among those who are
homeless, both bills will help close some of the existing
racial and economic disparities in access to early care and
education.

Finally, Legislators rejected legislation (H.B. 5450) that
would have weakened the required qualifications for early
childhood educators, and instead, extended the statutory
deadline for degree attainment. These decisions, as well as
the fact that for the first time in two years the legislature
did not consider bills to dismantle the OEC, signal

K-12

This session, Voices focused on supporting education bills
intended to close racial and ethnic disparities in access to
education and improve educational outcomes for children
of color.

S.B. 455 instructs the State Department of Education
(SDE) to adopt several new policies to recruit more
teachers of color and introduces a new measure to increase
teacher retention. This bill passed with near unanimous
support by both legislative chambers. There is a positive
relationship between the academic success of students
of color and those students having teachers that
share their race. The impact of this bill and the
associated policies that facilitate teacher certification
will have a positive impact on measures of student
achievement including graduation rates, engagement
with advanced coursework and college attendance
for students of color in the state.

The General Assembly also took action to restrict
the use of exclusionary discipline for students with
special needs. S.B. 183 sets clear expectations for
“Exclusionary Time-outs” and bans the use of these

encouraging growth in legislative support of an integrated
early childhood system.

Funding, however, remains a challenge. Although the
General Assembly incorporated increased federal funding
for early childhood education to the current budget,
strengthening Care 4 Kids after years of cuts, the program
remains underfunded. Early care and education still
face budgetary threats, and current funding levels, even
with additional federal resources, are insufficient to
fully implement the federally adopted Child Care and
Development Block Grant regulations to increase access
and quality of care.

Key legislative successes:

* New legislation gives OECE greater flexibility to
target high-need populations and increase provider
rates.

* Extended grace period for vaccinations for homeless
children enrolling in childcare.

* Prevented a federal funding increase to be offset by
state funding cuts.

time-outs as a planned part of Individualized Education
Plans ensuring that schools do not rely on policies that have
proven to leave children with special needs further behind.
In addition, we celebrate the defeat of two negative pieces
of legislation. First, the General Assembly rejected H.B.
5445, which would have reversed meaningful changes to
ensure access to education for expelled students. Second,
the Governor vetoed S.B. 453, a measure that would

have created a new process for removing students from

classrooms after a child or a teacher has been injured.
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Connecticut Voices for Children opposed this bill because
the process lacked safeguards and clear rules necessary to
prevent disproportionate impacts for students of color and
those with disabilities.

Finally, the legislature rejected a bill that would have
barred school districts and SDE from disaggregating data
by race or ethnicity for all but federally-required reporting
(8.B. 359). This bill would have made identifying racial
disparities much more difficult, significantly hindering the
state’s capacity to ensure that all children have the same
access to a quality education.

Despite unexpected new revenue, the General Assembly
did reduce some education funding with the Office of
Higher Education suffering the steepest cuts. At the same
time, legislators spurned the Governor’s proposed changes

to the Education Cost Sharing formula that sought to
rebalance funding to concentrate resources on high-need
districts. As such, the General Assembly assured that a
significant portion of state education funding will continue
flowing to school districts with comparatively low property
taxes, while municipalities with a higher share of high-need
students and higher tax rates will remain underfunded.

Key legislative successes:

* New policies to increase recruitment and retention of
teachers of color.

* New restrictions on exclusionary discipline practices.

* Preserved state education funding.

* Defeated: legislation prohibiting disaggregating
education data by race and ethnicity.

Inclusive Economic Growth and Prosperity

Connecticut Voices for Children advocates for policies that make economic growth and equitable opportunity a priority

as part of a larger commitment to resolving the state’s long-term fiscal woes. During this session, our main priorities

were to address the damaging fiscal restrictions adopted in last year’s budget, advocating for policies that advance

opportunity in the state and introducing structural reforms to address long-term fiscal challenges.

Fiscal Restrictions: The Bond Lock

The General Assembly, without a public hearing or debate,
adopted a set of new fiscal restrictions in last year’s budget
(spending cap, appropriations cap, bond cap and volatility
cap) that established how much the General Assembly can
spend, bond, or set aside for the reserve fund any given
year. In addition to these rules, lawmakers introduced the
Bond Lock, a mandate that, whenever Connecticut issued
a bond for a two-year period beginning in May 2018, it
had to vow not to change any of these four new spending
and revenue restrictions for the life of the bond except in
extraordinary circumstances.

As bond covenants are considered contracts, the Bond
Lock meant that the General Assembly would have lost
its authority to amend its own rules relating to the budget.
This would have severely limited their own legislative
authority to make the necessary investments to support
opportunity and growth, while hindering their ability to
respond to both existing and unanticipated challenges.

This kind of fiscal restriction is untested therefore

Connecticut Voices for Children advocated for a one-year
delay on the Bond Lock paired with a commission or
task force to evaluate its impact. The Finance Committee
considered and voted favorably on a bill (H.B. 5590)
to that effect but House and Senate leaders included
more modest changes to the Bond Lock in the budget
implementer.

As amended, the Bond Lock covenants will be in effect
for 5 years (through 2023) rather than the life of the
bond. This will limit the impact of the fiscal restrictions,
especially regarding the expected 2023 increase in pension
costs. In addition, the budget addressed flaws in last fall’s
volatility cap, which required that all revenue from the
estimates and finals portion of the personal income tax
in excess of $3.15 billion be deposited into the Budget
Reserve Fund. Legislators made the volatility cap more
responsive to economic conditions by indexing the
threshold and allowing the General Assembly to amend
the cap with the vote of three-fifths of both chambers.
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Budget components
The General Assembly passed a budget with broad

bipartisan support for the second consecutive year, in a
session marked by unexpectedly high one-time personal
income tax revenues. The additional revenue allowed
legislators to protect, and in some cases expand, many
education, healthcare, and early childhood initiatives.
The final budget, however, still included significant cuts
to higher education, behavioral health, and juvenile
justice programs. As a result, the Children’s Budget,

the share of state spending dedicated to children and
families sank to a new record low, to 27.3 percent.

Our recently released analysis of the Impact of the Final
FY 2019 Budget Adjustments on Children and Families
provides detail on funding for essential programs,
noting that the encouraging restoration of HUSKY
health care coverage for over 13,500 parents and the
prevention of deep cuts to early childhood and K-12
failed to repair the impact of years of deep cuts, leaving
many programs (including Care 4 Kids, juvenile justice,
youth services and behavioral health) underfunded and
without the full resources needed to respond to existing
needs.

In addition, legislators failed to identify stable and
adequate funding sources for restored line items, relying
on short-term fixes and one-off revenue sources, not

on sustainable revenue streams. The lack of structural

reform, added to slow economic growth, means
Connecticut will face steadily-growing deficits over the
next four years: $2.0 billion in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020,
$2.58 billion in FY 2021, $3.1 billion in FY 2022, and
$3.6 billion in FY 2023. Although legislators restored
funding for critical programs this year, deficits might
force cuts in the next budget cycle. While the General
Assembly did reject several bills that would have
worsened the overall fiscal situation, voting down bills
adding additional exemptions to the sales tax (H.B._
5009) and creating additional tax credits instead of
implementing a meaningful paid family leave system
(H.B. 5134 and 5584), it failed to take on a long

overdue reexamination and modernization of its tax

code.

For a more in-depth analysis of the final FY2019
budget adjustments, go to:
www.ctvoices.org/FY2019BudgetAnalysis.

Key legislative successes:

* Limited the impact of fiscal restrictictions; changes to
volatility cap and Bond Lock.

* Restoration of HUSKY health coverage for over
13,500 parents.

* Preserved funding to education, eatly childhood, and
municipal aid.
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Bills We Supported H.B. 5562 An Act Concerning Implementing the
Recommendations of the Juvenile Justice Policy and

Race Equity Oversight Committee. Language was incorporated to H.B.

S.B. 256 An Act Concerning racial and ethnic impact 5041, signed into law. Our testimony

statements. Our testimony. Health Care

Foster Children S.B. 164 An Act Raising the Legal Age to Purchase Tobacco
S.B. 188 An Act Establishing the State Oversight Council on o Lweney=One. Our restimon

Children and Families. Our testimony. S.B. 216 An Act Concerning the Prophylactic treatment of

S.B. 312: An Act Concernine the Needs of Children with minors for sexually transmitted diseases. Our testimony.
.B. : g

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. Our testimony. S.B. 465 An Act Concerning Disparities in the Health Care

S.B. 322: An Act Concerning Guardianship Subsidies for System. Our testimony:
Grandparents Caring for Grandchildren. Our testimony. H.B. 5039 An Act Protecting Health Care Fairness and

S.B. 323 An Act Requiring Notice Prior to the Transfer of a Affordability. Our testimony:
Child to a New Out-of-Home Placement. Our testimony. H.B. 5210 An Act Mandating Insurance Coverage of

. . . Essential Health Benefits and Expanding Mandated Health
H.B. 5190 An Act Fxtending the Re: c?rtln Deadline of the Benefits for Women, Children, and Adolescents. Our
Task Force to Study Voluntary Admission to the Department restimon
of Children and Families. Our testimony. Lestmony.

H.B. 5470 An Act Concerning The Provision of Timely IS_iBt 2 gAntAi:.tIfc;ncernm The Office of Health
Notice of Child Placement Information from the Stategy. Lul festimony-

Department of Children and Families to the Attorne H.B. 0 An Act Concernine Homeless families enrollin
Representing the Child in a Child Protection Matter. Our in child care. Our testimony.
testimony.

Juvenile Justice and Justice Reform

S.B. 13 An Act Concerning Fair Treatment of Incarcerated
Women. Our testimony.

H.B 5040 An Act Concerning Adjudication of Certain
Young Adults in Juvenile Court. Our testimony.

H.B. 5042 An Act Concerning Prosecution of Low-Risk
Young Offenders in Adult Court. Our testimony.

H.B. 5526 An Act Implementing the Recommendations of

the Juvenile Justice Policy and Oversight Committee. Our
Testimony.

H.B. 5531 An Act Concerning Enhanced Employment
Opportunities for Incarcerated Individuals. Our testimony.
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2018 Legislative Session Review

H.B. 5540: An Act Concerning Ghost Guns and the Permit
Application Process. Our testimony.

H.B. 5542 An Act Concerning Bump Stocks and Other
Means of Enhancing the Rate of Fire of a Firearm. Our
testimony.

Family Economic Security

S.B.1 An Act Concerning earned family and medical leave.
Our testimony.

H.B. 5045 An Act Establishing Accountability for Fair
and Affordable Housing through Zoning Regulations. Our
testimony:.

H.B. 5387 An Act Concerning Paid family medical leave.
Our testimony.

H.B. 5388 An Act Concerning a fair minium wage. Our
testimony:.

H.B. 5482 An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the
Fair Housing Working Group. Our testimony.

Bills We Opposed
Foster Children

S.B. 316 An Act Establishing a child care facility neighbor

relations task force. Our testimony.

Juvenile Justice and Justice Reform

S.B. 187 An Act Concerning the Transfer of a Child Charged
with Certain Offenses to the Criminal Doceket and the

Grounds for Detention of an Arrested Child. Our testimony:.

S.B. 486: Act Concerning Notification to Boards of
Education of the Release of a Juvenile Sexual Offender and a

Model Policy Concerning the Reentry of Such Juveniles into

the School System. Our testimony.

S.B. 515 An Act Concerning Minor and Technical Changes
to Various Statutes Concerning the Juvenile Justice System.
Our testimony.

H.B. 5328 An Act Concerning the Admissibility of

Admissions, Confessions and Statements of Children Under
18. Our testimony.

H.B. 5558 An Act Concerning Juvenile Matters. Our
testimony:.

H.B. 5559 An Act Concerning the Transfer of Cases of
Repeat Juvenile Felony Offenders to the Regular Criminal

Docket. Our testimony.

Health Care
S.B. 270 An Act Concerning Work and Community Service

Requirements for Recipients of Certain Public Assistance
Programs. Our testimony.

S.B. 373 An Act Concerning The Connecticut Health
Insurance Exchange, Low Option Benefit Design and Short-

term Care Policies. Qur testimony.

H.B. 5207 An Act Expanding Health Insurance Products
Available in this State. Our testimony.

Notable Bills
Foster Children

S.B. 318 An Act Establishing a task force to study
interentions for at-risk youth. Our testimony.

Juvenile Justice and Justice Reform

H.B. 5564 An Act Concerning the Closure of the
Connecticut Juvenile Training School. Our testimony.

Health Care
H.B. 5213 An Act Concerning Oral Health Assessments of

Children. Our testimony.

H.B. 5379 An Act Establishing a State Individual Health

Care Responsibility Fee and the Connecticut Health Care
Savings Program. Our testimony.
H.B. 5385 An Act Establishing a Working Group to Study

Health Insurance Premium Rate Increases and Develop
Recommendations to Mitigate Such Increases. Our

testimony.
H.B. 5415 An Act Concerning the Collection and Usage of

Health Care Data. Our testimony.

H.B. 5463 An Act Concerning a Medicaid Public Option.
Our testimony.

H.B. 5517 An Act Concering Executive Branch Data
Management and Processes. Our testimony.

H.B. 5556 An Act Concerning The Evaluation and Tracking

of Prosecutions of Crimes Committed With the Use of a
Firearm. Our testimony.

Family Economic Security

H.B. 5331 An Act Concerning the Children’s Report Card.
Our testimony.
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2018 Legislative Session Review

Equity and Excellence in Education

Bills We Supported
Early Care and Education

S.B. 437 An Act Concerning A Two-Generational Initiative.
Our testimony.

H.B. 5169 An Act Implementing the Recommendations of
the Office of Early Childhood. Our testimony.

H.B. 5449 An Act Concerning Alignment and Merging
of Early Care and Education Program Funding Streams,
Eligibility, Rates and Policies. Our testimony.

K-12 and Higher Education
S.B. 183 An Act Implementing the Recommendations of the

State Department of Education. Our testimony.

S.B. 455 An Act Concerning Minority Teacher Recruitment
and Retention. Our testimony.

S.B. 458 An Act Concerning Various Revisions and
Additions to the Education Statutes. Our testimony.

H.B. 5448 An Act Concerning the Alignment of Education
and Workforce Needs. Our testimony.

Bills We Opposed

S.B. 359 An Act Prohibiting The Disaggregation Of Student

Data By Ethnic Subgroups In The Public School Information
System. Our testimony.

S.B. 453 An Act Concerning Classroom Safety and
Disruptive Behavior. Our testimony.

H.B. 5445 An Act Concerning Alternative Educational

Opportunities of Expelled Students. Our testimony.

Notable Bills
H.B.5450 An Act Concerning Staff Qualifications

Requirement for Farly Childhood Education. Our testimony.

Inclusive Economic Growth and Prosperity

Bills We Supported

S.B. 528 An Act Concerning a Study of State Tax Policies.
Our testimony.

S.B. 531 An Act Concerning the Assessment of a Fee on
Certain Employers. Our testimony.

S.B. 537 An Act Concerning an Economic Development
Bonding and a Study of Economic Development and
Workforce Training Needs of the State. Our testimony.

H.B. 5172 An Act Concerning State Agency Data
Management and Processes, the Transmittal of Town
Property Assessment Information and the Suspension of
Certain Regulatory Requirements. Our testimony.

H.B. 5590 An Act Concerning Bond Covenants and the

Bond Issuance Cap. Our testimony.

Bills We Opposed

S.B. 10 An Act Concerning Revenue Items to Implement the
Governor’s Budget. Our testimony.

H.B. 5009 An Act Exempting Car Wash Services for the
Sales Tax. Our testimony.

H.B. 5134 An Act Concerning A Tax Credit for Businesses
that Provide Paid Family and Medical Leave. Our testimony.

H.B. 5584 An Act Establishing a Tax Credit for Employers
that Provide Paid Family and Medical Leave Benefits and

Concerning Family and Medical Leave Accounts. Our
testimony.

Notable Bills

S.B. 11 An Act Concerning Connecticut’S Response To
Federal Tax Reform. Our testimony.

H.B. 5580 An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the
Commission of Fiscal Stability and Economic Growth. Our

testimony.

Budget Testimony

Testimony Regarding the Report of the Commission on
Fiscal Stability and Economic Growth.

S.B. 16: An Act Implementing the Governor’s Budget
Recommendations Regarding Public Health. Our Testimony.

S.B. 365 An Act Concerning Early Childhood Education
Funding. Our testimony.
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2018 Legislative Session Review

S.B. 528: An Act Concerning a Study of State Tax Policies. testimony.

Our testimony.

H.B. 5590 An Act Authorizing And Adjusting Bonds Of
S.B. 533: An Act Concerning a Study of State Revenue The State For Capital Improvements, Transportation And
Policies. Our testimony. Other Purposes, Concerning The Bond Caps, Establishin

The Apprenticeship Connecticut Initiative And Concerning
S.B. 537: An Act Concerning an Economic Development  The Functions Of Ctnext And Connecticut Innovations,

Bonding and a Study of Economic Development and Incorporated. Our testimony.
Workforce Training Needs of the State. Our testimony.

Testimony Regarding the Governor’s Proposed Changes to
H.B. 5324 An Act Concerning Municipal Funding. Our the Budget for the Judicial Department. Appropriations

testimony. Committee, February 20, 2018.

H.B. 5326 An Act Concerning Medicaid Funding. Our Testimony Opposing the Bond Lock. Presented In person to
testimony. the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus February 20, 2018.
H.B. 5587 An Act Concerning the Commission on Fiscal Testimony Supporting the Governor’s Proposed Budget for
Stability and Economic Growth. Our testimony. the Department of Children and Families. Appropriations

C i , Feb 21, 2018.
H.B. 5588 An Act Concerning an Analysis of the Revenue omumittee, February

Streams of the State. Our testimony. Testimony Regarding the Governor’s Proposed Budget

Revisions for the D f Social ices.
H.B. 5589 An Act Concerning a Study of Finance Policies evisions for the Department of Sodial Services

to Improve the Economic Competitiveness of the State. Our

Appropriations Committee, February 21, 2018.
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