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Senator Haskell, Representative Haddad, Senator Hwang, Representative Hall and esteemed 
members of the Higher Education and Employment Advancement committee: 
 
I am testifying today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based child advocacy 
organization working to ensure that all Connecticut children have an equitable opportunity to 
achieve their full potential. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding H.B. 
6883: An Act Concerning a “Corrections to College” Pipeline for Youthful Offenders.  
 
All young people, regardless of their involvement with the justice system, deserve a robust education 
that will prepare them to pursue their chosen dreams and goals. Access to a consistent education 
throughout a young person’s period of contact with the justice system is an essential factor in 
ensuring their academic success, in ensuring pathways toward a sustainable career, and in reducing 
the likelihood of re-offense.1 We welcome legislative efforts to expand re-entry planning and 
educational support for youth who have been incarcerated as they transition out of prison and back 
into our communities.  
 
H.B 6883 creates a “Corrections to College” program which would provide youthful offenders with 
a range of services upon release including: an education and career counselor, ten outpatient trauma 
counseling sessions, mandatory life skills and fatherhood classes, and unpaid community service 
project work for a minimum of 25 hours over 12 months.   
 
We support the intention of the bill to build supports for youth reentering the community to attend 
and succeed at college and career, although we would hope that much of the above programming 
began during incarceration to prepare youth for reentry into their communities. We are also 
supportive of the concept that meaningful reentry preparation for young parents must include a 
young person’s entire family, including their own children. Family connectedness and support is 
frequently cited as an essential factor in a successful reentry2 and young fathers who have been 
incarcerated often cite their children as a motivating factor to improve their behavior.3 Beyond that, 
we have three major concerns with the legislation as written.  
 

1. The use of “fatherhood classes” is limiting, all young parents--regardless of their gender-- 
require preparation and knowledge to be healthy and effective parents. We would 
recommend that “fatherhood classes” be amended to be “parenting classes” to reflect 
services for all young parents.  

2. Furthermore, building and maintaining relationships with one’s child should not start upon 
release. These relationships should be maintained throughout the process of incarceration 



and reentry. Programs like the Read-To-Me4 literacy program in Indiana or the Women’s 
Storybook Project in Texas5 allows parents to record themselves reading books to their 
children. Programs like these enhance educational experiences for both the incarcerated 
parent and their child while maintaining parent-child bonds. We hope that final iterations of 
this bill will reflect the need to keep children in touch with their parents, throughout the 
entire judicial process and not just at the end.6 

3. Finally, while volunteer work can be an important source of career experience and 
community engagement, the requirement of 25 additional unpaid community service hours--
beyond that required by their sentence--is a significant amount of time that could be used by 
youth in other ways that are equally as productive. Community service/unpaid internships is 
a requirement that may be a challenge to young people who are responsible for their own 
financial security. We hope that the bill will be amended to either require that community 
service placements pay youth for this time or that existing employment or other activities 
that would support the college and career development of youth count towards the 25-hour 
requirement. 

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony regarding H.B 6883. I am happy to answer 
any additional questions and can be reached at chudson@ctvoices.org or (203) 498-4240 x 115.   
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