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CONNECTICUT
FAMILIES PLAN 2.0
CONNECTICUT FAMILIES NEED FINANCIAL
RELIEF AND SUPPORT... WE CAN PROVIDE IT.

Connecticut Voices for Children envisions a Connecticut
where all children achieve their full potential, regardless of
family income, race, religion or immigration status.

The Connecticut Families Plan 2.0 expands upon our vision
first laid out in 2022, and provides a comprehensive set of
policies that lawmakers can enact these next five years to
grow our economy in a way that provides families the
freedom to make the choices that allow them to thrive. 

The Connecticut Families Plan 2.0 focuses on putting more
money in the pockets of hardworking families; growing a
strong and diverse workforce; ensuring affordable housing
and child care are accessible in every town across our
state; and promoting safe, healthy, and just communities. 

Together, we can build a people-centered economy in
Connecticut that works for all of us. 
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The next two pages highlight major policy priorities that can be enacted in 2025.



Create a Connecticut Child Tax Credit: Establishing a fully refundable state-
level child tax credit will reduce child poverty, mitigate income and wealth
disparities, particularly among racial and ethnic groups, and bolster economic
stability for families with children—all of which helps our economy to grow.

Responsibly Adjust the State’s Fiscal Controls:  Connecticut can pay off long-
term liabilities and invest in our families, communities, and economy by making
changes to the fiscal controls, which have been saving more money than
originally intended. 

Increase Special Education Funding: Our special education student population
has grown but funding has not kept pace. Fully funding the Excess Cost Grant,
which covers school district’s special education funding needs, helps students,
families and towns by reducing property taxes. 

Implement New, Progressive Revenue: Connecticut’s low- and middle-income
families disproportionately pay a greater share of their income than its
wealthiest residents. Enacting more progressive revenue sources, like a capital
gains surcharge on those who can afford it the most, helps fund critical
policies that promote family economic security, like universal access to early
childhood education and care, more affordable housing options, more access
to high-quality healthcare, and a more equitable tax system.
 

safe, healthy & Just communities

more money in the pockets of hardworking families
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Expand Medicaid through Increased Reimbursements to Providers and Increased
Coverage to Children up to the Age of 26 (including immigrant children): Parents
are struggling to find high-quality, affordable healthcare options. Connecticut’s
economy is healthiest when all of its residents are healthy and can receive the
care they need.

Reduce Surveillance Culture in Schools: To eliminate the school-to-prison system
and better support young people, we should remove police officers from schools
and reinvest those savings in mental health services; eliminate chemical restraints
on youth and increase the age of arrest from 10 to 14 years old.

Extend Higher Education Tuition Reimbursement for Foster Youth up to Age 28:
Connecticut can better support young people exiting the DCF system by
extending the time frame that foster youth can access higher education resources
for college. 

https://ctvoices.org/publication/24th-tax-budget-forum-connecticuts-fiscal-controls-
options-for-responsible-adjustments/

https://ctvoices.org/publication/reimagining-connecticuts-special-education-systems-for-a-post-pandemic-future/

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/CT-CTC-Final_23rd-TBF.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CT-Tax-Incidence-2023-02-23-24-Draft.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/2024-Candidate-Briefing-Book_FINAL2.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CTVoices-_-SRO-MOU-report.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-YACD-Report.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/24th-Tax-Budget-Forum-Report-Final.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/24th-Tax-Budget-Forum-Report-Final.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/SPED_Just-Research.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/CT-CTC-Final_23rd-TBF.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/publication/overview-of-the-2023-ct-tax-incidence-study-2/
https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/2024-Candidate-Briefing-Book_FINAL2.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/publication/mous-across-connecticut-crafting-memorandums-of-understanding-between-law-enforcement-agencies-and-regional-and-local-boards-of-education-that-center-the-needs-of-connecticut-children-and-communities/


affordable & accessible housing & Child care 

Increase Housing Stability Through Eviction Mitigation Measures: Tenants in
Connecticut should be able to call the properties they lease home, without the fear
of eviction due to no fault of their own; a universal “just cause” law would provide
this safeguard for families. However, when legal procedures are underway, tenants
have benefited from Connecticut’s first-in-the-nation Right to Counsel program.
Expanding Right to Counsel provides free legal support to families, often
preventing evictions. 

Land-use and Zoning Reforms that Allow for More Affordable Housing
Development: Connecticut faces a supply and demand challenge. More housing
stock can be built in every town through mixed-used developments along
Connecticut’s transit lines, an expansion of public housing authorities’ jurisdiction
as developers, as well as protecting and strengthing the existing laws that
affirmatively further fair housing.

Invest in Universal Access to Early Childhood Education and Care: Connecticut’s
early care educators and providers are underpaid and overworked while costs are
prohibitive for Connecticut families. Increasing Care 4 Kids reimbursement rates
will allow for educators to earn a living wage and increasing the SMI for family
participation allows more children to receive high-quality care. However, we
believe child care should be funded like the public good it is, and the only way to
do that is by seeding the Early Childhood Care and Education Trust Fund that was
enacted in 2024.

 A STRONG & DIVERSE WORKFORCE
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Increase Public Sector Jobs within the Department of Revenue Services and the
Department of Labor: Hiring more workers at these crucial state departments
has the potential to protect more workers from wage theft and collect more
revenue through closing Connecticut’s tax gap. 

Allow Parents to Plan for Care Through Predictable Scheduling: Parents too
often cannot access the early care and elder care they need due to last-minute
changes in their work schedules. Having predictable work scheduling is good
for them as well as for educators and caregivers who are counting on providing
that care for their income.

Non-compete Reductions in Contracts: While it’s important to keep prioritary
information confidential, too many jobs include non-compete clauses in their
work agreements that don’t need them. This limits the pool of work
opportunities for Connecticut residents seeking employment. 

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/CTs-Eviction-
Crisis_Part-2-Report.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Zoning-and-Displacement-Full-
Report_FINAL.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CTVoices-SOEC-2024-February.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-SOWC-Final-Report.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/SOWC-2023-FINAL.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-SOWC-Final-Report.pdf

https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Zoning-and-Displacement-Full-Report_FINAL.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Zoning-and-Displacement-Full-Report_FINAL.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CTVoices-SOEC-2024-February.pdf
https://ctvoices.org/publication/the-state-of-working-connecticut-2024/
https://ctvoices.org/publication/20319/
https://ctvoices.org/publication/the-state-of-working-connecticut-2024/

